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MAY MEETING, 1892. 

The stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 12th instant, 
at three o'clock, p. M., the President, Dr. George E. Ellis, iu 
the chair. 

After the reading of the record of the last meeting and of 
the list of donors to the Library, the President announced the 
death, on the 5th instant, of George H. Moore, LL.D., of New 
York, who was elected a Corresponding Member in June, 
1859, and had often attended the meetings of the Society, and 
exhibited a special interest in the history of Massachusetts. 

The President then presented, as a gift to the Library from 
Mr. Edwin Forbes Waters, a copy of Nathaniel Ames's " As- 
tronomical Diary, or Almanack for the Year of our Lord Christ, 
1762," containing on the blank pages a diary of Rev. Eli Forbes, 
D.D., then of Brookfield, Mass. 1 The diary contains an account 
of a visit to the Tuscarora Indians in the summer of that year, 
and is as follows : — 

Memorandum for tf year 1762. 

January. 

1. Meriam Barnes died about 12 at night; taken not well. 

2. Lent my slay to Roger Willinton. Wrote a sermon for N. Year. 

3. Preachd a.m. from Ps. 77:10, 11, 12. p.m. not well. No 
preaching. 

1 Eli Forbes was the youngest son of Deacon Jonathan Forbes, and was born 
in Westborough, Mass., Oct. 5, 1726. While preparing to enter college, at the 
age of eighteen, he enlisted as a volunteer, and served for a short time in the 
French and Indian War. In July, 1747, he entered Harvard College, from which 
he graduated with high rank in 1751. In June of the following year he was or- 
dained minister of the Second Parish in Brookfield. In 1758 and 1759 he served 
as a chaplain in the provincial regiments under the command of Colonel Ruggles. 
In the summer and early autumn of 1762 he made the missionary journey de- 
scribed in the diary now printed. On the breaking out of hostilities between the 
Colonies and the mother country, he was unjustly charged with being a Tory ; and 
in March, 1776, he was dismissed from his pulpit. In the following June he was 
installed over the First Parish in Gloucester, where he died Dec. 15, 1804. In 
that year he had received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Harvard College. 
During his long ministry he printed several occasional sermons, and also a volume 
of eleven miscellaneous discourses. See Sprague's Annals of the American Pulpit, 
vol. i. pp. 493-495; Babson's History of Gloucester, pp. 402-407. 
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4. Visited Ichabod How sic. Mr. Fisk attended funeral of Meriam 
Barnes. Visited me. Began to recover my health. Remain unwell 
all y e week ; nothing besides remarkable. 

10. Preached at home A. m. 7 & 8 Com d p. m. from Heb. 3.1. 

11. Visited by Mrs. Baldwin and mother, by Dr. Rice, &c. 

12. Visited by Mrs. Gilbert and Mrs. Patty Wheat. 

13. Visited by Mrs. Willard, Parsons, Scot. Mrs. Forbes got into 
tother room. I visited Ichabod How sic. 

] 4. Visited Mrs. Ob'd Rice. Ant Halloway went to Hardwick. 

15. Widow Wight went home after having stayed 17 days. 

1 6. Sam 1 Willard went home with my horse. 

17. Preached at home a.m. from y e ix Coinand*. and p.m. Heb. 
3:1. Puld two teeth for Mrs. Adams. Visited Mrs. J. Hinckley's child. 

18. Wrote to Mrs. Winter, Joseph Bowman, by Bill Perkins. 

19. Sam 1 Willard returned. Bro* two letters with him. 

20. Read chiefly. Nothing remarkable. 

21. Visited by Captain Dodge and Mrs. Joshua Dodge. 

22. Wrote and visited Jonas Brewer's child sick. 

23. Prepared for y e Sabbath. Wrote an exposition on y e 10 Com 1 . 

24. Preached at Home from y e 10 Com* A. m. ; from Heb. 3:1 p. m. 

25. Visited Mrs. Rice and Jonas Brewer, — child better. 

27. Setled with Deac 11 Bigelow. Rec? y e remainder of sallery 
for 1761. 

28. Rec* 12 bushels of wheat of Tom 8 Cheney, by Ob h Bart*, and 
gave an order tQ Amiel Weeks in full for pork. 

29. Wrote a sermon on Heb. hi : 1. 

30. Wrote an exposition on y e first paragraf* of John. 

31. Preached from 1 John v : 20, old sermon. Deliv'd y e Expos 11 . 

February. 

1. Did not visit as usual: stormy ; read chiefly. 

2. Agreed with Abner How to take y e remainder of Mr. Champney's 
farm after he had taken 30 acres. 

3. Visited at Mr. Gilbert, Cap n Baldwin's with Mrs. Forbes. Paid 
Mrs. Stevens in full /8. 

4. Visited (in y e sley with Mrs. Forbes, Cap n Baldwin, mother and 
wife,) M- Amos Hamilton, M- Fish, Cap? Bucminster, M- Parsons. 

5. Thaddy M c Carty returned to be boarded and instructed. 

6. Prepared for the Sabbath. Wrote an exposition on John 1 : 7. 

7. Preached at home from John 1:7-14 a.m. and p.m. old ser- 
mon. Visited John Woolcot at evening. Baptized Sam. Hodgeman's 
ch d . 

8. Visited John Woolcot, Obed? Rice and Sarah Adams, sick. 
Heard of y? death pf Brother Bowman. 

49 
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9. Was visited by Cap- Witt and wife and several of y e other Neigh rs 

10 Visited Sister Baldwin with my wife, Molly and Eli. 

11. Visited by Dea° Worster, Cap^ Sadler, Jos. Chad wick. 

12. P* John Willington for shoes by y e hand of Ben. Wallton 8/10. 

13. Prepared for the Sabbath ; received a shote of Bro. Park 11 . 

14. Preached from Heb. 3:1. p. m. Expound John 15-28. 

.15. Went to New Bran tree. Dined with Mf Rug 8 . Weatherby 
came and took away his cow. 

1 6. Went to Daniel Gilberts and Aron Barnes to get one of them to 
keep my heifer. Ensign Barnes visited. 

17. Wrote to father Parkman and Doct. Willard. Leut. Hinds 
finished getting my wood. 

18. Wrote to Rev^ Maccarty. Rec d of Benj. Adams interest. Bor- 
rowed of Cap 11 - Baldwin eight dollars. 

19. Molly went to Westborough with Sister Parkman. Sent by 
them three pistereens. 

20. Prepared for y e Sabbath. Nothing new. 

21. Preached an old ser. Hosea 13 : 9. Expounded John i : 29-42. 

22. Visited Cap n Woolcot. Sent my heifer to Aaron Barnes. 

23. Made some assays in prosodie ; constructed some rules. 

24. Visited Lieut. Bothwell's wife ; agreed to preach there y e 2^ 
Tuesday in March, at 2 o'clock p. m. 

25. Very cold. Did little besides reading some of Dr. Young's 3^ 
vol. Puld a tooth for And w Kimble ; received for two. 

26. Wrote a sermon on Heb. 3 : 1-28. Finished expounding 1 chap, 
of John. 

27. Joseph Bowman and Daniel Forbes, with his wife and child, came 
from Westborough on a visit. 

28. Preached from Heb. 3:1. Expounded from John 1 : 43 ad 
finem. 

March. 

1. Borrowed six dollars of Joseph Boman. Atended y e funeral of 
Benj. Kimbal's child, aged 5 months. Kild a calf; Aaron Barnes 
assisted. Sister Parkman, Susanna Alex r came from Westboro. 

2. A very stormy day of snow ; nothing new besides. 

3. Preached a sacramental Lecture from John 13 : 13. 

4. Visited Cap" Woolcot, — John Woolcot. Discoursed with his 
wife relating to her joining with yf ch. Was satisfied. 

5. Joseph Bowman returned from Hardwick. Wrote to Mr. Macarty 
by Daniel Forbes and wife. 

6. Prepared for y e Sabbath. Wrote an exposition on John ii: 
1-12. 

7. The sacrament put by bec'se of extreem weather. Preached an 
old sermon from Ps. 139 : 1. Y e exposit n not preached. 
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8. Sent to mill. Had 1 bushel \ of wheat ground. Did not visit. 

9. Preached a Lecture at Lieut. Both well's on act of offense. 

11. Had a number of the Chh. together in order to heal an unhappy 
difficulty between y™ and others of y e Chh. 

12. Went to Mr. Champney's : got him some wood. 

13. Wrote an Exp- on John ii : 12 adjinem. 

14. Delivered y e exposition, A. m. a sermon on religious zeal. 

15. Parish meeting. Did not visit as usual. 

16. Visited Ephraim Converse. Went to Mr. Fisks. Lodged at 
Esq. Forsters. Pd Deacon Rich. 

17. Attended minister's meeting at Mr. Fisk's. Prayed in public. 
Mr. Ruggles preached. Returned. Our next meeting is at Mr. Jones, 
3 d Wednesday in next June, when Mr. White is to make a concio, and 
if he fails y" Mr. Jones. Y e question is what is y e most likely method 
to promote early piety. Sent my horse to Deacon Biglow. 

18. Daniel and Sister Forbes came from Westborough, with salt. 

19. Thaddy Macarty and Sam! Willard went home, a visit. 

20. "Wrote a sermon on Exodus 32 : 26. Setled several difficulties 
between contending Brethren. 

21. Preached on Heb. iii : 1, a. m. and p. m. finished y* text. Cele- 
brated y e ordinance of the Supper, and baptized Joseph Chadwick's son, 
called Bowman. 

22. Journeyed towards Boston ; dined at Mr. Maccartys. Received 
of Dr. Willard for instructing his son 19/4. Lodged at father Park- 
mans. Expenses on y e way /10. 

23. Journey still. Dined at Bryants. Expense pistareene. Lodged 
at uncle Samuel Parkman's. 

24. Paid Edes & Gill 5/ for pamphlets ; for shaving 4 copers. 

25. Setld account with Deacon Grant. M r - Winter had against 
me £5/14/4. P d M- Kneeland for tea and sugar, bible and watch 
12:0:3 old Ten!: Came out of Boston. Pi one coper for my ferry 
and 3 pistareenes for my horse. Lodged at Esq. Livemore's in 
Waltham. 

26. Journey d homeward. Pi 4/ for oats. Lodged at my father 
Forbes. P- him six shillings interest. 

27. Journey d home. P- /8 for Bowman's stockens ; 4/ for oats and 
one coper for bates. Got home before night. 

28. Preached in the a. m. from Ex. 32 : 26. p. m. Romans 11 : 26. 

29. Did not visit as usual. Adjusted some accounts. 

30. Visited Esq. Converse, M r Rice. Pulld a tooth for Betty 
Biglow. Dea. Biglow took my horse to keep. 

31. Got two hundred of hay of Daniel Gilbert. Moses Barnes son 
bro* it to my barn. I went with Esq. Forster to Icabod How's to settle 
affairs between him and Leut. How. 
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April. 

1. Went to visit W- Dorety, Esq. Converse and Moses Ayer. Re- 
ceived six dollars of Thomas Slayton which I p d for him in Boston. 

2. Prepared for y? Sabbath. Read Styles Christian Union. 

3. Wrote part of a sermon. Read Doddridge's Token Sermons. 

4. Preached from Ex. 32 : 26 a. m., p. m. 

5. Visited M' Rice, Esq. Converse. M.'. Avers sick. 

6. Read and begun my lecture sermon to young .pp. 

7. Finished my lecture sermon to young .pp. Read some. 

8. Preached to young pp. from Mat. vi : 33. Church voted to sing 
in public Dr Brady aud M- Tate's with MT Watt's Songs and Hymns. 

9. Wrote a sermon for the Sabbath. 

10. Wrote another. 

11. Preached a. m., p. m. from Ex. 32 : 26. 

12. Carried my chair to Nat. Bartlett's. Visited Cap n Witt. 

13. Began in my garden. Sowed various kinds of cabbage. 

14. Went to M r -? Champney's, Bartletts, Brother's, Baldwin's. 

15. Began my Fast sermon. Was much interrupted. 

16. Wrote still for the Fast. Heard from Boston. Mission. 

17. Prepared for y! Sabbath. Finished upon Exodus 33 : 26. 

18. Preached at home on y? text aboves d . Heard from West- 
borough. 

19. Journey* 3 to Westborough. Spent on y e . way eight pence. 

20. Visited Rev d Parkman's. M- Sarah and Sophia sick. 

21. Visited my friends. Lodged at brother Daniels. 

22. Returned from Westborough to Worcester. 

23. Preached y? Fast at Worcester from Prov. 14 : 24. 

24. Returned to Brookfield. Spent p. m. in y e garden. 

25. Prepared for y? Sabbath what I had proposd for y? Fast. 

26. Visited Cap* 1 Witt, Leut. How, Baldwin, Gilbert, &c. 

27. Spent chiefly in y- garden. Went to Mr. Champney's. 

28. Went to Esq. Ayers and y n w h Mr. Champney to Mr. Bartlet. 
They agreed to leave all y r affairs to Cap? Witt, Esq. Ayers and Deacon 
Biglow, to be determined to-morrow. 

29. Y e aboves d gentlemen attended and settled y e affair. Went to 
Hardwick and preached a lecture from John 6 : 35. Reck'ed with 
Deac? Woods. Due to him for mett, 7. 8. old ten. 

30. Made some preparation for the Sabbath. Gave Mrs. Slayton an 
order upon y e Treas r for 3 pounds 6/8 

May. 

1. Prepared for y e Sabbath. Sowed some garden seeds. 

2. Preached all day from Jer. 2 : 19. Baptized John Woolcot's 
child. 
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3. Did not visit as usual, — no body being prayed for on y e Sab. 

4. Spent some time in my garden, in discoursing with my pp. 

5. Planted my potatoes. Received of Thos Hardy £6 : 13 : 4, which 
is to be discounted on yf bond I have agst him, if it is not necessary 
to be paid to Brother Parkman, as part of yf four hundred w ch Hardy 
is to pay him for his place, according to bargain. 

6. Had a lecture. Rev? Ruggles preached. I read a letter from 
yf President of yf Committee for Propagating y e Gos. among yf West- 
ern Tribes of Indians, and left it till next Tuesday night for them to 
object agst my complying with y e Request. 

7. Visited Esq. Converse and Witt, Taylor. 

8. Prepared for the Sabbath. 

9. Preached from John 1 : 29 ; p. m. from Prov. 30 : 12. 

10. Paid M r Walker for yf Gilbert estate £6:12:0; and there re- 
mains due to him, as per note, 415 : 5 : 2, which is to be paid yf first 
week in June. 

11. Met yf pp. to obtain of y™ leave to go a few months among the 
Western Tribes of Indiaus. Did not obtain. Messrs Cummings and 
Hestlop called. 

12. Visited Dea? Biglow and Cap n Witt. Obtained leave of y^. 

13. M r ^ Forbes and M r -S Bowman set out for Boston. 

14. Prepared for y e Sabbath. Write one sermon from Luke 
2: 32. 

15. Made another sermon from y e same text. 

1 6. Preached from y e above text. Baptized Thos Hardy's child. 

17. Journey d towards Boston. Lodged at Worcester. 

18. Set forward. Lodged at Westborough. Visited my friends 

19. Continued. Reached Boston. Lodged at M r Parkmans. 

20. Attended y e Public Lecture and waited upon yf Com rs . 

21. Rec^ money of D r Chauncy. Prepared for to journey. 

22. Dined with M r . Adams, concluded to tarry y e Sabbath. 

23. Preached a. m. for Mr Cooper, and p. m. for Mf Eliot. 

24. Journey d homeward. Parted with M^ Forbes at Brookline. 

25. Arrived safe at my own house. Found all well. 

26. Made some preparation for my journey to y e Indians. 

28. Married Joshua Draper and y e Widow Sarah Wright. 

29. Reckned and ballencd all accounts with Cap" Baldwin. Pre- 
pared for y e Sabbath. Settled accounts with Deacon Biglow, Benj. 
Adams, Joseph Bartlett, J- Chad wick, John Willington, John Pearson, 
Brother Parkman. 

30. My Barnes preached a. m. I preached p. m. Obtained a vote 
of y- pp. for my going a Journey to Oneguagua. 

31. Bought a horse of Adoniram Bartlett for Patty. P d 4:6:8; 
to Pearson 3/9; to Ephraim Walker 4:16:0. Gave an order upon 
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Brother Parkman to Joseph Gilbert for two pounds, being part of my 
account with him. 

June. 

1. Set out my journey. Oated at Shaw's p d 0/8. Dined at Scots 
p d 2/4 ; for tea and oats at Lambs and persons 1/2. Lodged at M r 
Brecks. 

2. Dined at Mr Mosly's 2/7 Lodged at M r - 9 Clarks, 6/5. 

3. Went forward; dined at Jackson's, 3/3; lodged at Rev d Hopkins. 

4. Tarried at M? Hopkins for Mf Gun who came at evening. Lodged 
at M r Hopkins again. Patty went to M r Deans. 

5. Went with Mf Hopkins to Stockbridge : returned. 

6. Preached for Mf Hopkins from Luke 2 : 32. 

7. Journeyd from Sheffield to Albany. Sent [spent ?] on y? way a 
pistareene for my din r , and to Betty Hopkins a pistareene. And at 
Venburrans 6/6 ; at Fitches 2/0. Gave to James Dean for saying y? 
Lord's prayer in Indian 1/6. 

8. Went over to y? city. Wrote home to Dr Chauncy and M rs 
Forbes. Waited [on] Gen 1 Johnson, M r Sanders. Engaged him 
to make all provision for our Journey. Expended for ferrage for 
myself, Mr Rice and y e lad 1/8, and for a handkerchief I bought for 
James Dean 3/6. 

9. Spent y e day in reading. Mf Gun sick. 

York. 

P d for M: Gun, himself and horse £1:11:6 

Delivered to him at Mf Sanders 6. D. 2:8.0 

and paid for him at Mr. Sanders 14 : 11 : 7-J- 

P d also at Green Bush our own exp? 2 : 6:6 

for Dean lodgings, horse, &c. 0:5:0 

for our own horses 0:16:0 

P d to M r Sanders 24 dollars 9 : 09 : 

P- d nine Dollars to D r Rice 3:12:0 

Sealing wax, wafers and quills 3/9 : 3:9 

Expenses to Schanectada : 3:0 

Paid to y' 3 waggoner for bringing baggage : 16:0 

For Corderii and 3 Primers 5/6 : 5:6 

Expenses for y e lads to Albany , 2 : 18 : 9 

P d for ferrage 3/— 0: 3:0 
Reached Schanectada; put up at Cap? Ogdens. Went 8 
miles above Schenectada. P d at and on yf way 2/ for 

Block Bell for D r Rice : for our lodgings and breakfast 0:19:6 

For Mf Gun and wife at y e same : 3:2 

for an English cheese 1:11:6 

for an empty trunk and case : 18 : 6 

and for a din r and horses : 7:6 

and for James Dean's din r : 1:0 
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11. Pas'd from Schenectada. Lodged at Uriah Wrights. 

12. Delivered to Elisha Gun 3 dollars, and left him to pay y? reck- 
oning, w h was nineteen shillings. We came on to Cherry Valley. In 
our way expended only 3 . Lodged at Cap* Wells ; received hospitably. 

13. Preached at Cherry valley p.m.; Df Rice a. m. 

14. Dined at M r . s Martins ; returned and Lodged at Cap" Wells. 

15. P' 1 for gun to Cap 1 ? Fry 34/. To Jerumners [Jeremiah's?] 16/, 
to Carnble for flour and casks £4 : 3 : 6 

17. P^ to John Carnble for carriage to y e Lake 20/. Gun and his 
wife set sale down y e Lake with y e baggage. 

18. P d to Cap n Wells 30/ for bread, butter, & left with him 331 
more. Dr. Rice, myself and James Dean set out by land. Reached 
Schenavirs, lodged there. 

19. Set forward ; reached Otsego where y e boat joined us. 

20. Reached Unedello [Unadilla?]; bought milk /6. 

21. Reached Onoquage with all our baggage. 

22. Had a general Council of y e Nations. Was received well. 

23. Wil- Forgerson, who came with y e boat, returned. Paid him 
for his service 24/, of which Dr. Rice p^ 8,'. Wrote home. 

24. Built an oven and prepared a house to live in. 

25. Wrote a sermon from Acts xvii: 24, 25, 26. 

26. Wrote another sermon upon y e Knowledge of God. 

27. Preached A. m. from Acts xvii : 24, &c. Baptized one of y e 
Indian children. Mr. Rice preached p.m. John 17 : 2. 

28. Visited most of y e families of y e town ; found y"? serious. 

29. Wrote to y e Commissioners, Mr. Bowman ; Mrs. Forbes. Dis- 
coursed with Peter about planting a Ch. here. 

30. Began to instruct y e children y e English letters. Finishd a 
sermon. Wrote to brother Parkman. 

July. 

1. Attended y e school A. m. p. m. wrote to y e Menicinks. 

2. Wrote a sermon 1 Chro. 28 : 9. Attended the school. 

3. Pomp's wife washd one shirt for me. Visited some. Discoursed 
with several on spiritual things and with Peter and Isaac about bap- 
tizing a child y- was offerd. Also about gathering a Ch. and carrying 
on Div. Service. 

4. Isaac prayed and I preached from 1 Chron. 28 : 9 A. m. and p. m. 
Isaac prayed and delivered an exhortation, and I prayed and baptized a 
daughter named Sally. 

5. Wrote some : attended y e school and read in Doddredge. 

6. Went to y e great Hands with Mf Johnston, &c. 

7. Returned with one leg of venison and Indian spoon. Borrowed 
of M. r Johnson one shilling, York. Gave two copers for blue berries. 
Concluded to board by o' r slvs. 
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8. Wrote to M T . Bowman. Read some. 

9. Went to y e lower Tuscarora. Wrote a letter to y e Governor of 
Philadelphia for Angus y r chief. 

10. Began to dig a cellar: got the materials for to cov r . Finished 
y e cellar. Bought sundries of M r Ashby. 

11. Dr. Rice preached on y e Depravity of y e Human Nature. 

12. Wrote to y e Commissioners and sent by Tho s Stevens. Bought 
a pipe of a Tuscarora Chief. Gave 2/ York. Sold to Pomp, a 
negro, some ozenbrigs [Osnaburgs]. 

13. Wrote to Mr. Brainard by Mr. Johnston. 

14. Wrote a sermon from Hosea 13 : 9. P^ Mr. Johnston in full for 
one snuff box 8/ For Nat Davis shoes 4/. Dr. Rice p d - for snuff box 7/6, 
Yk mon. 1/ borrowed. Tot. 1 : 0. 6. Paid also to Johnston for a Tobacco 
Pouch 12/ Setled with Dr. Rice and took a receipt of him. 

15. A Johnson and the other Traders left this place. 

16. Reckond and setled with Elisha Gun. Due 30 : 5 : 2 . 0, for 
w c he gave me an order upon M r Hyslop. Reckond and settled 
with D r . Rice. Found due 31 :5:1 : 3, for w c he gave me a re- 
ceipt. Also an account omitted for which he gave no receipt, but 
remains due 1 : : 8 : 3. 

17. Adam, being returned, had a general meeting of y e principal men 
of yf Town, when we told them again our arrant. Was received cor- 
dially by Adam y' chief. 

18. Preached myself in the forenoon upon Baptism from Mat. 
19 : 14. Baptized a child for a Tuscarora woman who made a public 
profession of Christianity and was baptized herself by M' Spencer. 
Y? child's name Christine. D r Rice preached y e afternoon on Be- 
lieving, &c. 

19. Had a general Council. Discoursed to them on y? sin of Drunk- 
enness, and proposed to them the scheme of a boarding school, which 
was well received. 

20. Wrote home to my people, to Rev** Hopkins and Brother 
Parkman, and sent them by an Indian to Stock [Stockbridge ? ]. 

21. Finishd a sermon upon Mat. 8 : 7. Read some. Made 
candles. 

22. Wrote part of a sermon on Ps. 119 : 115. Attended y e school 
and read some. Had nothing remarkable. 

23. Finished the sermon above and wrote some Miscelanies. 

24. Read some and prepared for the Sabbath. 

25. Preached A. m. from Hosea 13:6; p. m. from John 6 : 37. Bap- 
tized a woman, — Susanna, — from toward the Onydas, who appeard to 
be a serious and religious person ; wanted only tp be informd further 
into y e particular Scheme of Christianity. Also Joseph, the son of a 
very godly parent, an Onyda chief, who came sixty miles to have 
y? ordinance for y? child. 
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26. Wrote a letter to M? Occum, a missionary to y e Onydas castle. 
Discoursed with the Tuscarora chief. Found him to be well established 
in the Christian Protestant Religion, and a very zealous Reformer 
among y? Indians of his own Tribe. D. r Rice p? 8/6 for milk, butter, 
tallow. 

27. Went with M r Johnson, Tuscarora Interpreter, to y e lower 
Tuscarora Town, and baptized Quarlant, a son to a Meriland Indian 
and Tuscarora squaw. Found y e Indian ignorant but well disposd, 
and his squaw much affected with y e things of Religion. Returnd, 
found two Indians drunk, tho lately had humbld been admonishd. 

28. Baptized a strangers child, who came about sixty miles. The 
man appeared ignorant and quite indifferent, the woman serious, and 
pretty well acquainted with Christianity. Wrote y? Lords prayer in 
Indian ; read some. 

29. Bought a large bowl of y e Indian whose child I baptized ; gave 
one dollar. The child's name was Isaac. Attend the school. Wrote 
a sermon from Acts 10: 12. Received a cagg of butter from Cherry 
Valley. 

30. Finished y e sermon from Acts x:12. Transcribd the Lords 
prayer in Indian. Read some in Doddridge. 

31. Wrote a sermon for to-morrow from Mark x : 21 and finishd 
the 2 n( i vol of Doddridge's Tracts, &c. 

August. 

1. Preach y e sermon, above, Mark x : 21 ; had but a small assembly 
and no meeting in y e afternoon. 

2 Wrote a sermon on regeneration from John 3 : 7, and visited 
Abram and his family. 

3. Was taken ill in y- night, an extreme pain in my ear ; took a 
sweat ; thro Divine goodness some better. 

4. An absiss forming in my left ear gave me great pain. 

5. The pain still continued, or rather increased, so y- 1 did little else 
besides read a few pages, write a little Indian, and rough draft of a letter 
to Governor Bernard. 

6. The absis formed in my ear broke and gave me some ease, but 
not able to do much besides writing a page or two from John 6 : 29. 

7. Finishd my sermon on John 6 : 29 ; read some ; attended the 
school. 

8. D r Rice preached from John 1 : 17, a.m. and p.m. I discoursed 
with y™ on yf institution of the Sabbath and y- man r of keeping it, 
at a very attentive assembly. Dind with Abram politely, who with 
his family behaved with great seriousness. 

9. The absis formed in my head discharged itself at my ear, and I 
soon was very easy and able to attend to any statd business enga. 
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Wrote part of a sermon from John 13:7. Attended the school and 
read out of y e Historical memoirs of Mr. Sergeant. 

10. Finishd my sermon from John 13, 7, and began another from 
Ephe. 11:8. Attended y e school &c, nothing new. 

11, 12. Finishd my sermon from Ephe. 11 : 8. Was visited by the 
Onydas chief. Endeavord to remove some suspicion which he had upon 
his mind with respect to the English repareing y r Forts at and beyond 
y e Lake. Lead him in y e greater concerns of Religion. Exhortd him 
to keep with God and be established in y e Xian Religion. 

13. Wrote a letter to Mr. Occum, the Onyda chief. 

14. Transcribed, in part, a sermon from 2 Kings 4.26. Waitd 
upon y e Onyda and Tuscarora chiefs, who desired me to preach against 
Drunkenness. I consentd. They desird that I would apply to y e 
Commissioners at Boston y- some measures might be taken by y™ that 
importing of rum might be entirely stopd. 

15. Preached against Drunkenness from 119 Psalm 158. p.m. 
M r Rice preached 2 Tim. 2:19. The chief tarry ed and thankd me 
for my sermon. Sd Drunkenness was a great logg across y- path 
which y- traveller cant climb nor go round, and which must be cut away 
or else Religion cant get along and y? Drunkards fell y- logge. 

16. Had a meeting of the chiefs who agreed to y- schem of a board- 
ing school, and desird some more effectual method might be taken to 
prevent y- bringing in rum to be sold here, and y- what rum was 
brot in shd be at y e Direction of y ? Council. 

17. Agreed to meet y- Sachems at D 1 - Williams, on y? 6 of Sept": 
Wrote a letter to Governor Bernard at y e desire of y e Onyda and Tus- 
carora chiefs to settle y e affairs of y e school. 

18. The Onyda and Tuscarora chiefs returnd. Transcribed y e letter 
to Governor Bernard. Sold Dr. Rice, Dodd e and Hervey. 

19. Adam dined with us. 

20. Transcribed part of a sermon. Conferred with Isaac about 
gathering a chh. 

21. Finish transcribing my sermon 2 Kings iv:26. Discoursed 
with Cap ? Jacobs wife about joining to the chh. Gave to Isaac a pair 
of stockens. 

22. Preachd from 3 of John 7, A. m. Dr. Rice p. m. 2 Tim. 2 : 19. 

23. Abridged a sermon of Dr. Doddredge's upon y e Doom of Caper- 
naum. 

24. Wrote a chh covenant for y e covenanting members to sign at 
Onohaquague. Had further discourse with Isaac. 

25. Discoursed with Adam, y e Onondaga's wife, Cap 11 Jacob, on 
Religion ; with Peter upon y- affairs of y- school and y- principles of 
yS Christian Religion. Y e Onondaga drunk. 

26. Began to write a farewell sermon from Heb. 2:1. Attended 
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y? school. Went with Peter to see a place for to erect mills upon. 
Gave Peter a pair of thread stockens. 

27. Finishd my sermon from Heb. 2:1. Discoursed with Peter's 
wife upon Religion. Cap? Jacob, son to Adam, under concern of mind, 
came to see me ; appeard really sorry for sin, especially for the sin of 
drunkenness. 

28. The people met. Had an exercise of y r own. Eleven ap- 
peard desirous of being gatherd into a chh, nine of whom had been of 
y? chh at Schoharry ; and they, accordingly, were formd into a chh, 
solemnly giving themselves up to God, in covenant. Two young 
women appear desirous of joining, but were set by for j* present. 
Appointed y e Sacrament to-morrow. 

29. I preachd from John 6 : 27. Administered y e Ordinance of 
y? Lords Sup- to eleven very devout Indian communicants. At even- 
ing Isaac, Peter and Nicolas came to discourse upon y- man- of ad- 
ministering the Sacrament and y e admission of new members. 

30. The Chiefs had a general Council. Had some important busi- 
ness from y e Onyda tribe as if the English were determined to cut 
them off and take away y r lands. Write a letter to General Johnson, 
which I am desird to carry to him, as an introduction to a Treaty on 
wh* was heard. Agreed to meet again to-morrow about 5 o'clock p. m. 

31. At a General Council read a letter to Gen 1 Johnson. Ad- 
mitted three new members into y- chh. Discoursed with them 
upon y- things which have been said here. Gave Peter a jacket worth 
5 dollars. 

September. 

1. Reckond and setld with Elisha Gunn. Pd by order upon 
Dr. Rice, which was y e ballance 3:17:9. Remains due to Gunn, 
which I am to send, 1:17:9. Left Onohoquague about 3 o'clock p. m. 
Reached y e Great Hands at dark. 

2. Journeyed to Unadella, encampd with y e Indians. 

3. I, togeth r with Tommy and one Indian got to Schenavies. 

4. We set forward and reachd Cherry Valley at dark. 

5. Preachd at Cherry Valley, from Mat. 7 : 7, Eph. 2 : 8. 

6. Visited Mr. Dunlap. Made some provisions to send to Ono- 
hoquague. 

7. Left Cherry Valley. Reached Cap? Fry's. P- d 9/. 

8. Reached S^ Wils [Sir William Johnson ?]. Finished with y? 
Indians. 

9. Got to Albany. Lodged at Esq. Sanders ; took £6. 

10. Reached Rev d . Hopkins ; lodged there; late. 

1 1 . Rode to Bland ford ; lodged at Rev. Mo ul ton's. Preached for 
Mr. Moulton from Mat. 7:7. 3:9. 



396 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [May, 

13. Went forward. Dined at Rev? Ballintines ; lodgd at Rev? Brecks. 
Public rejoicings for y e success of the British Fleet and Army agst the 
Spanyards at y e Hand of Cuba. 

14. Got home about 5 o'clock p. m. Found all well. 

15. Was visited by divers of my people : received well. 

16. Preached a Sacramental Lecture. M 1 - Tift present. 

17. Went to Potters, Brother Baldwins, Parkmans, Jos. Gilberts. 

18. Prepared for the Sabbath. Harvest my garden corn. 

19. Preached from John 12 : 32. Administered the Sacrament. 

20. Wrote Rev? Mr. Hopkins ; visited Esq. Converse, Hinkley, &c. 

21. Visited Cap? Baldwin ; got my horse shod. 

22. Set out on my journey to Boston. Lodged at Westborough. 

23. Spent y e fore part of y e day with my friends. P. M. journeyed 
to Marlborough. Lodged at Mr. How's. 

24. Reached Roxbury. Lodged at Rev d Adams. 

25. Went to Boston. Dined at D- Chauncy's. Spent y e remain- 
der of y e day with my friends. Lodged at S. Parkman. 

26. Preached for D^ Chauncy a.m. M^ Checley p.m. Acts 10 : 1. 

27. Attended y e meeting of y e Com tee of Commis r % and setld all 
accounts with them. Received £100 in full, old Tenf 

28. Having setld, left y e town at (5 p. m. Lodged at Cambridge. 

29. Reached Westborough ; lodged at my Father Forbes. 

30. Journeyed to Brookfield. Found all well. M-^ Winter came. 

October. 

1. Visited Brother Parkman, Baldwin, &c. 

2. Made some preparation for y e Sab th Visited Comfort Gilbert. 

3. Preachd from Mat. 7 : 7, Mat. 3 : 29. 

4. Visited as usual. Hannah Hinds ; had company. 

5. Visited Comfort Gilbert. Began to prepare for y e Thanks. 

6. Finished my Thanksgiving [sermon]. Gave to Job Lane 3/4. 

7. Preachd from Ps. 29 : 12. • Married James Brown [to] Mary 
Beacon. 

8. Visited Comfort Gilbert. Read some. 

9. Wrote a part of a sermon from John xi : 35. 

10. Preached from Acts x :12 a.m. p.m. an old sermon, 1 Cor. 
1 :21. 

11. Visited Comfort Gilbert. Went to see Esq. Ayers ; not at home. 

12. Paid Nat. Bartlet in full for mending my chair 6/8. Pind at 
Baldwins with Father Parkman. Visited Bro r Eben r . 

13. Went to Ware with Father Parkman. Dined with Rev? Thayer. 

14. Had a Lecture. Father Parkman preached. Read a letter 
which I wrote to my pp when I was at Onohoquague. 

15. Dind at Esq. Hay wards with Father Parkman. P- Aaron 
Barnes for tallow, in full 3/8 L. M. 



1892.] DIARY OF REV. ELI FORBES. 397 

16. Wrote some. Visitd Esq Converse with Fath- Parkman. 

17. Preached for Rev d Parsons. Father Parkman preached forme. 

18. Visited Comfort Gilbert. Cesar, Cap? Baldwin's negro had a fit. 

19. Visited Mr Fisk with my wife and M^ Winter. I lodged at 
Fisks. 

20. Went to minis™ meeting at Ware. I preached from John 
13*7. Returned. Y e meeting is appointed at my house, y e 3- Tues- 
day next May. M r Thayer and Mr Pain are designated to preach. 

21. Visited old M r ^ Bell and Natk Bartlet's child. Nat? Gould 
cartd for me 12 loads of Dung. Lampson one of wood. 

22. M- Lampson with his son and oxen worked for me ; drew stone. 

23. Finishd my sermon on John xi : 25. Prepared for y e Sabbath. 

24. Preached from Psalm 119:115. John 13 : 7. It raind. 

25. Wrote to T> T - Chauncy, M r Maccarty, D^ Willard by Cap n Bald- 
win. Visited Ensign Barnes, Comfort Gilbert, Sister Baldwin. 

26. M r Lampson worked for me, with his son. Drew stone. 

27. M 1 - Lampson and his son worked for me. Drew stone & 
ploughed. 

28. Visited Dea ? Bigelow, M- Weeks, with Rev d Beacon. Began 
my sermon Mat. xi : 23. 

29. Began to prepare for the Sabbath. Visited Brother Parkman. 

30. Finishd my sermon on Mat. xi : 23. Visited Comfort Gilbert. 

31. Preached from John 3 : 7, and x : 35. Comfort Gilbert dyed 
at 5 o'clock a. m. 

November. 

1. Attend y e funeral of Comfort Gilbert. Daniel Lampson worked. 

2. Had 2 lads to cut wood for me gratis. Workd myself with y-\ 

3. Preached my own Sacramental Lecture from Ps 24 : 1, 2. 

5. Prepared for the Sabbath. 

6. Rev? Beacon came on his return. 

7. He preached for me all day, " Come, for all things are ready." 

8. It snowed fast. Mr Beacon went to his brothers after dinn r . 

9. My neighb r Butler got me two loads of wood gratis. 

10. Wrote to D r Chauncy a long and free letter, with account, &c, 

11. To M- Hyslop. Visited Brother Parkman. 

12. Began to write a se- sermon from Mat. xi : 23, 24. 

13. Wrote on the xv of John an Exposition. 

14. Preached from Mat. xi : 23, 24. Expounded as above. 

15. Visited Ob r Rice, Jose Converse, Mr Hinkley. 

16. Joshua Bartlett worked for me. 

17. Visited the Watsons with my wife. 

18. Josh, cut wood. Amos Ayers hauled me 3 loads. Sent Jos. 
Foster 13/4. 
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19. Finished my 2- d sermon on Mat. xi : 23, 24. Began my Ex- 
position Joh xv : 12, adjinem, 

20. Finishd my Exposition on John. Visited M r ^ Ayers sick. 

21. Preachd on y e Doom of Capernaum. Expounded from John 
xv : 12 ad finem. 

22. Visited Mr Jo. Batchellor. Cap n Witt's ; negro [of] Cap u Bald- 
win died. Relinquished my wood of y e people. Received of Dea n 
Biglow £13 salery. 

23. Attended Cap n Baldwin's negro's funeral. Jos. Gilberts wife 
delivered of a son. 

24. Went to Brain tree, preached to a sick woman. Visited M' Ayer's 
wife sick. P^ Benj. Kimball for his mare, which I bought last spring, 
£10. 

25. Daniel Wiman began a shed and door yard. 

26. Wrote a sermon from Mat w . 8:11, 12. Visited Caesar, Cap n 
Witt's negro. 

27. Wrote an Exposition on John xvi : 9-15. My Beriah Rice came 
to see me. 

28. Preachd and expounded from y e above. M T . Rice spent Sabbath. 

29. Visited M r . A. Bartlett, and Cap^ Baldwin, sick. Wrote to 
S. Champney. 

30. Wyman worked for me. Lucy How came to see me on Religion. 

December. 

1. Visited Cap* Witt and Cap ? Baldwin with my wife. 

2. Visited Jo Foster, esq. with my wife and son. P d him for 
cheese 10/ — 

3. Prepared for the Sab. Visited at evening Aaron Bartlet sick. 

4. Wrote still for y e Sabath. Visited Cap? Baldwin, sick. 

5. Exchanged with Rev^ Fisk. I preached from Mat^ xi : 23, 24. 

6. Visited M: Ayers, Aaron Woods, Dea? Biglow, &c. 

7. Began my Thanksgiving Sermon. Wrote but little. Had 
company. Discoursed with Jed h How about his making a profession. 

8. Wrote for the Thanksgiving. Had a great many presence. P^ 
Mf Lampson one dollar; he is to receive two more of Dea. Biglow, 
w h is y e full I owe him for butter. Rec? of One? Ayers 2/ — 

9. Preached on y? Thanksgiving from Col. 3: 16, 17. Had a full 
assembly. 

10. Was visited by M r -5 Baldwin. Wrote nothing. Lucy How 
visited on religion. 

11. Wrote an Exposition on John xvi : 16 adjinem. Wrote to Esq. 

Ayers. 

12. Preached from Mat. 8:11, 12, and y e above exposition. Bap- 
tized several. 
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13. Visitd as usual ; sent by Jo. Gilbert for a pound of tea. Delivd 
to him 19/4. 

14. Wrote to Rev'? Parkman and Wilmar. Sent one of D r Chauncy's 
sermons. 

15. Visitd Mr. Weeks and Deacon Biglow with my wife. 

16. Wrote some. Visitd Capt n Baldwin. 

17. Attended y e funeral of Aron Wood. 

18. Prepared for y e Sabbath. Finishd a ser. from Ps. 49. 5. 
Wrote an exposition upon John xvii : 1-12. Nothing besides noticeable. 

19. Preachd from y e above. Receivd one pound of tea at 56/ 
old ten. 

20. Visitd Aaron Bartlet, Bro. Parkman, Esq. Hayward, Leut. How. 

21. Four young men came to chop wood for me gratis. Receivd 
150 shingles of M r Bridge on Baldwin's account. Gave W m Watson an 
order upon y e treas r for 15/5 2 / 4 , and he gave me one for y e same on 
Cap n Baldwin. Onesephemus Ayres carted four loads of wood. 

22. Had a conference with Esquire Ayers, with Dea 11 Biglow, Bro 
Adams. 

23. Visitd Dea 11 Gould, Tho 8 Bartlet & Aaron with M rs Forbes. 

24. Wrote a part of a sermon for new year's day. 

25. Wrote in y e forenoon, p. m. went to New Brantree. 

26. Preach at New Brantree from M w xi: 23, 24. 

27. Visitd Cap n Baldwin, M rs Gilbert, &c, as usual on Mondays. 
Took a cow to keep of M r Holten for her milk. 

28. Ten of my people came to get wood for me gratis. 

29. Two more came to get wood gratis. Got about 15 cord. 

30. Had a conference with Esq. Ayers with a number of y e gg at 
y e school house. 

31. Made some preparations for y e Sabbath. Visitd Cap n Baldwin's 
wife. 



Expended for my support and family in 1762, 55 : 14: 0. 



Rev. Dr. Edward J. Young, Rev. Dr. Alexander McKenzie, 
and Mr. Charles C. Smith were appointed as the Committee 
for publishing the Proceedings for the next year. 

The Corresponding Secretary said that he had received 
a letter from Mr. John Fiske accepting the membership to 
which he was elected at the March meeting. 

Mr. Abner C. Goodell, Jr., to whom had been referred 
several letters from Major James Walter, submitted a report, 
which was accepted and ordered to be placed on file. 
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Mr. Charles C. Smith said that he desired to communicate 
from our learned associate, Mr. Charles J. Hoadly, who has done 
so much to illustrate the history of Connecticut, a copy of the 
diary of one of the Connecticut chaplains during a part of the 
siege of Boston. The diary covers the period from July 31 to 
Nov. 12, 1775, and was kept by Rev. Benjamin Boardman, then 
of Middle Haddam, and chaplain of the Second Connecticut 
Regiment, Gen. Joseph Spencer's. Mr. Boardman was a na- 
tive of Middletown, Connecticut, a graduate of Yale College in 
the class of 1758, and afterward, for two years, a tutor in the 
College. In 1762 he was ordained at Middle Haddam, where 
he remained upward of twenty-one years. In May, 1784, he 
was installed over the South Church in Hartford, from which 
he was dismissed in 1790. He died Feb. 8, 1802, at the age 
of seventy. Though not of much historical importance, the 
diary supplements the interesting letters of the brothers Hunt- 
ington, also Connecticut men, communicated by Mr. Wolcott 
at the last meeting of the Society, and adds appreciably to our 
knowledge of the camp-life around Boston. The original of 
the diary is in the possession of the Hon. Henry Barnard, of 
Hartford. 

Diary of Rev. Benjamin Boardman. 

Monday July 31. Last night about one of the clock, a brisk fire 
from the enemy at Roxbury. One of our centry was hurled round by 
a cannon ball, & thrown down, which gave him a considerable of a 
shock. The enemy fired Georges Tavern & several adjacent build- 
ings. One regular deserted & come over to us here at Roxbury. 
There was an action at the Light House in which we lost but one man 
belonging to the Massachusetts ; had one slightly wounded : took about 
40 prisoners 24 marines and 12 Tories: killed one Lieu*, who was y e 
chief commander of y e marines : wounded 3 or 4, burnt the buildings 
on y e Island, & two small schooners ; one loaded with goods which our 
people took. 

At Cambridge only one of our men killed belonging to the Massa- 
chusetts. We killed 3 of y e regulars ; took 7 guns 2 hats. 

Tuesday Aug* 1. Much firing at Bunker Hill. Our people killed 
4 or 5 regulars, took one. Some firing here from the Floating Battery 
3 24 pounders from our Hill — no great execution. 

Wednesday Aug 1 2. Nothing special to day. 

Thursday Aug* 3. Capt n Parker of the Province a day or two past, 
for defrauding his souldiers of their bounty, wages &c, for making 
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false returns, drawing more rations than he had a just right to was 
broke and dismissed from the service of his country. Also Col nl Gardi- 
ner of Rhode Island for deserting his post in time of action at Bunkers 
Hill, cowardice, &c. was broke & dismissed out of service as being 
unfit to serve his country in any military capacity. 

Friday Aug* 4. Tis reported that Col nl Grant is arrived from 
England to Boston, who said in Parliament that the Americans were 
cowards & would not fight &c. &c. 

Saturday Aug* 5. Last night a party of 600 men were ordered out 
on fatigue to throw up some advanced works, which they did unmolested, 
the enemy not firing a gun at them. This day I moved into tent. 
Also Mr. Whiting set out for Connecticut, had my horse. 

Sabbath Day Aug 1 6. Last night went a detachment of troops to 
carry on the same works as mentioned before. 

Monday Aug 1 7. We hear this day y 1 y e troops in Boston are in 
trouble, want of fuel, provisions, & health, so y* some think they will 
not be able to stand it much longer without some special recruits ; — that 
they are shipping some of y r most valuable effects, some of the soul- 
diers families are put on board the vessels &c, that they have disman- 
tled the Castle &c. One Brockway of Lime died this day of y e small 
pox. 

Tuesday Aug 1 8. Searg* Coolly died of Cap* Wills's company, be- 
longed to Somers. Tis said y e regulars are putting y r goods & fami- 
lies on board their ships ; that they are to demolish y e Castle, destroy 
Boston &c. and then return home. Wants confirmation. 

Wednesday Aug* 9. This day attended the funeral of Searg* Cooley of 
Somers. Doct r Kneeland in camp. M r Fuller of Cape Ann, his wife, 
& Molly Win came into Roxbury, &c. &c. 

Thursday Aug* 10. Mr. Fuller, Mrs. Fuller, & Molly W r in break- 
fasted at our quarters, went up to my tent, drank a glass of wine ; went 
out of town about 11 o'clock. About 30 prisoners, some marines & 
some tories, came to Cambridge yesterday ; taken away to y e eastward, 
towards Machias ; among whom was one Jones, who was very active 
in providing lumber &c. for y e regulars. Mr. Wheat from Norwich 
brings news that the regulars had taken about 2000 sheep, & above a 
100 head of cattle off Fishers Island. News that a n° of regular officers 
among whom was a gen 1 went out to sail for y r pleasure, & were taken 
by our people : wants confirmation. 

Friday Aug 1 11. Last night plentifull rain, considerable thunder & 
lightning. Two Blins, cousins, of Capt n Chesters company, and one 
Dodge of Capt n Wells' comp y were whipped 10 stripes for desertion, 
& y e 2 Blins fined 15/ cash & Dodge 52/, to be taken out of their 
wages, to pay for y r being taken up & brought to camp. Visited the 
sick this day, baptized one Benjamin Taylor of Hebron who was very 
sick, after having discoursed with him upon y* subject a day or two 

51 
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before. M r Sam 11 Eells & Mr. Bray came into camp. Mr. Bray 
prayed with my reg*. 

Saturday Aug* 12. Nothing very special this day, except many 
visitors. 

Sabbath Aug* 13. Last night a party of fatigue men about 500 
opened an advanced intrenchment at a place called Lambs Damm. A 
quiet day for publick worship. M r Sam 11 Eells preached for me in 
the forenoon, & M r Bray in the afternoon. 

Monday Aug 1 1 4. Nothing special this day. 

Tuesday Aug 1 15. This morning two persons were punished : one 
Taylor of Capt n Wells company for stealing for which he received 10 
stripes & was fined 30/ — the other for forging an order for 2 q ts of 
rum on Ens 11 Cole for which he was fined 3/. A n° of ships came in 
this day supposed to be those that went to Fishers Island &c. One 
of Capt n Clefts men died, who belonged to Col 1 Parsons reg*. A few 
cannon fired this afternoon, one of y e train had a cannon ball grazed 
his head, took off some of the skin, but does well. 

Wednesday Aug* 16. Have had a pretty poor day, took physick, 
worked smartly, ana somewhat feeble ; have had the camp disorder 2 
or 3 days ; discharge much blood. Moved back from tent into the 
house. 

Thursday Aug* 17. Two men on the main guard had their guns 
each of y m broke with the shot of a cannon ball ; neither of the men 
hurt. The enemy also sent two or 3 bombs, one broke in the air, one 
man was hurt a little with some of the broken pieces. 3 men got out 
of Boston under a pretence of going a fishing ; one regular taken at 
Cambridge ; a man killed by the centry last night at Cambridge ; the 
centry hailed him, but he refused to answer, so he lost his life like a 
fool. This day about 5 o'clock in the afternoon John Hilton Higbe 
died after a long distressing turn of camp sickness, he belonged to 
Maj r Meigs company. 

Friday Aug* 18. A fine shower of rain last night. The regulars 
fired a few cannon this morning, but have done no hurt. This day 
attended y e funeral of John H. Higbe ; he is the 4 th person y* has died 
with sickness in Gen 1 Spencers reg*. 

Saturday Aug* 19. Last night there come over to us a deserter 
from the regulars. Some firing last night, but none of our people were 
hurt. The enemy sent a very large bomb, it did no hurt. Some firing 
this morning, but no man hurt, except 2 or 3 of the riflemen a little 
hurt with some pieces of brick struck from a chimney with a cannon 
ball. The regulars took 8 or 9 cows from our side, a little distance 
from our centries. James Lord of Hartf 1 died about 3 o'clock this 
afternoon. 

Sabbath Day Aug 1 20. Quiet last night & this morning ; a peace- 
able sabbath ; had opportunity for publick worship. M r Marsh of New 
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Hartford preached for me in the forenoon, from those words in Judges 
5. 18. and Mr. Bliss preached in the afternoon from those words in 
Deut. 23, 9-14, and had he have digested his subject might have done 
well, but attempting to extemporize it was as it was. 

Monday Aug* 21. Our people went out with boats to amuse the 
enemy : returned in safety, gave fire at y e comm 11 but received none 
from the enemy. It has been a very hot day ; put my horse to Capt n 
Peritts pasture. Died Benj n Taylor of Hebron in Capt n Wells com- 
pany. 

Tuesday Aug 1 22. Last night a deserter come over to us says yy 
have provisions enough, 1500 sheep at Charlestown ; dont intend to 
come out till yy have recruits ; expect 4000, or 4 reg ts ; he came out 
because of hard usage or service. He also informs y* the enemy design 
an advanced work to Georges tavern ; this engages our Generals atten- 
tion. On Friday last Col 1 Gerrish was cashiered for cowardice at 
Bunker Hill action, & declared incapable of any imployment in the 
American Army. A man came out of Boston who says y* last night a 
boat came along, y e regular centry hailed it, & the boats crew fired on 
y m and killed 4 men : this they reckoned was a mistake of y e man of 
war's barge, but no doubt it was one of our boats y* went out, which 
says y l y e centry did hail y m , & y* yy fired on y m , but could not tell 
whether to any effect. Died Ambrose Church of Gen 1 Spencers reg*. 

Wednesday Aug 1 23. The enemy fired a n° of cannon to day but did 
no damage. Attended Churches funeral ; also a fuueral in Col 1 Brew- 
ers reg\ It has been a very hot day. A large fatigue to carry on 
advanced works, but the rain prevented their doing much. 

Thursday Aug* 24. Nothing special to day. No news from any 
quarter. 

Friday Aug* 25. This morning pleasant and cool. I rode to Mil- 
ton, saw Gov r Hutchinson's seat ; pleasant prospect open on the water. 
Got my horse shod, before, cost 2/. A small alarm at Squantum, occa- 
sioned by the approach of 2 or 3 boats of the enemy. Our people fired 
when yy were about 3 musket shot distance, which occasioned their re- 
turn, and so y e fray ended. A ship or two came in, and a salute parsed 
of about 18 cannon. To this time we have lost out of our reg* 14, 
8 with sickness, & 6 killed by the enemy. 

Saturday Aug* 26. Near 30 sail put out to sea. Last evening there 
was a considerable firing of cannon & small arms, this occasioned by 4 
of the regulars deserting and coming over to our people. Also this 
morning one regular deserted from the floating battery and come to our 
people. Colon 1 Dyer & Elderkin here to day. 

Sabbath Aug* 27. Last night our people opened an intrenchment on 
Plowed Hill which was an advanced post towards the enemy, which 
brought on a fire from the enemy y* has continued all day : y e enemy 
have killed 2 of our men, & wounded 2 more ; one of y m is a rifleman 
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who has his leg cut off by the surgeon ; the other has a flesh wound re- 
ceived on the side of his face and nose by a splinter shivered from a rail 
by a cannon ball. The enemy have this day fired 265, more like 3 or 
400, cannon at our people. We hit one of their floating batteries with a 
cannon ball. We had a quiet day at Roxbury for publick worship. I 
preach all day from Deut. 32. 29. We had several little showers of 
rain this day which was much needed. 

Monday Aug* 28. Last night we had an extraordinary thunder storm, 
much lightning, hard thunder, noble rain. This day one Couch of 
Symsbury died, of Capt n Pettybones company & Spencers reg*. This- 
makes o 1 loss 15, 9 of sickness & 6 kill d . One of our men killed this 
day at Prospect Hill with a cannon ball. Also a deserter came over to 
our people last night. He swam off naked. He had been confined for 
insulting an officer, and his desertion seemed evidently occasioned by 
this rather than any dislike to fight ag* America. 

Tuesday Aug* 29. A fine rain to day. Mr. Norton paid me £12 in 
cash towards my wages as chaplain, which he brought me from the 
com tee of the pay table at Hartford. The enemy have fired some to day. 
One of y° riflemen died here today. Tis said he that was wounded & 
had his leg cut off is dead. We hear this day that a brig has arrived at 
N. Y. with 60 tun of powder & 500 stand of arms ; that when she sailed 
from England, orders were for 6 reg ts to get ready for America. She 
has had 10 or 11 weeks passage. 

Wednesday Aug* 30. Steady rain. No progress this morning in the 
field. The enemy threw bombs last night to our people at Cambridge. 
We hear yy did no damage, most of y m fell short. One of Major Enos's 
men primed his gun, flashed it, & not having stopped his powder horn 
the powder took fire hurt himself considerably, & two more in some 
measure ; all being in tent. 

Thursday Aug* 31. Rainy this morning & so continued all the day. 
The enemy sent a n° of bombs from Bunkers Hill to our people, the 
effect dont yet come to hand. I collected this day in cash for the 
encourag 1; of Mr Bushnels Machine the sum of £13. 4. 4. in cash out of 
our reg*. 

Friday Sept r 1 st . Last night about one of the clock the enemy gave 
us at Roxbury for about a quarter of an hour the briskest and hottest 
fire that we have yet had here. They sent 4 bombs, and as soon as 
they had discharged the bomb yy immediately fired cannon. They 
killed 2 of our men, one belonging to Col 1 Danielsons reg* — his name 
Dewey. The other belonged to Colon 11 Huntingtons reg*. Ball lodged 
in breast, who was on the centry, his name Carpenter. They wounded 
but one, he with a brick struck by y e ball. 2 regulars deserted about an 
hour before the fire began and come over to our people. This afternoon 
we find another killed last night, he belonged to Col 1 Larneds reg*. This 
last clause is contradicted, for the man said to be missing & found dead 
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was found out at Buttons wood lot by a number of our people that were 
out a cutting wood, cowards. 

Saturday SepV 2. This day we observed the enemy had made some 
advances in their works ag* us, which engaged us to give them fire. 
We gave them 22 cannon shot, yy returned 12 & one bomb in the fore- 
noon, in the afternoon there were a few more, but yy still kept their 
works. 

Sabbath Day Sept r 3. Cloudy, cool & somewhat rainy this morning, 
& after morning prayers the rain increased and about the middle of the 
day rained hard, and continued so all day which has been the most 
rainy of any day for this many months. We have had no opportunity 
for publick worship this day. 

Monday Sept r 4. Weather cloudy and wets a little ; nothing very 
special to day. Mr. Chapman of the Jerseys prayed with our reg fc this 
evening. 

Tuesday Sept r 5. This morning very clear & pleasant after the long 
cloudy rainy season. This day I went round to the fort on the hill, the 
redoubt on the rock, to our breast work at Dudleys house, and to our 
advanced works by the burying yard, and so round by Lambs Dam, on 
the right of the road, & y r viewed those lines on the left of y e road y* 
leads out of Roxbury into Boston. Also looked of y e ground where it 
is proposed to build a redoubt for raking the enemys works on Boston 
Neck. 

Wednesday Sept r 6. We hear this morning that yesterday a number 
of regulars went out a fishing, among whom was a surgeon, and yy came 
on shore at Chelsea, where the surgeon & one more separated from the 
rest, and our guards cut off y r retreat, & took y m prisoners. This day 
two companies one out of our & another out of Col 1 Parsons reg* marched 
to Cambridge in order to go to Quebeck. 

Thursday Sept r 7. Last night we began advanced works 20 rods for- 
ward of Georges tavern. Mr. Cushing ,tells us that Deacon Church tells 
him that his son came out of Boston yesterday, and says that he dined 
the day before with several officers among whom was Major Cone who 
told him that General Gage had received positive orders from home to 
remove his troops from Boston this month home to England ; that the 
toast among the officers was Union between Great Britain & America ; 
that several of y e tories were gone home to England ; y* several officers 
had resigned y r commissions, &c. Stephen Ranny who was sentenced 
by a court martial yesterday to receive 8 stripes on the naked body with 
cat of nine tayls, was this morning graciously pardoned by the General, 
for which he was very thankful. His crime was for deserting his post 
when on the pickuet guard. 

Friday Sept r 8. Very pleasant weather. Doct r Stiles of Newport 
here to day, took breakfast, after which we went to our works and 
viewed them all at Roxbury, and see the regulars come out to relieve 
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their guards. About eleven of the clock the D r set out for home, and 
desired Mr Johnson & I to communicate to him articles of intelligence 
from time to time, he engaging y e same to us. 

Saturday Sept r 9. An Irishman of Gen 1 Spencers reg* we have good 
reason to think, deserted & went over to the regulars night before last. 
Tis said two of y e rifle men had agreed to go with him. A few cannon 
& a bomb or two fired last night a little before sundown, and a few can- 
non this morning from the enemy, done no hurt. Major Basset of 
Brain tree came from Cambridge and brought intelligence that a priva- 
teer of ours had retaken a vessel from the enemy in which was a lieut. & 
3 or 4 men that had been put on board to carry y e vessel into Boston ; 
and she was now brought into Cape Ann. 

Sabbath Day Sept r 10. This morning the enemy fired 3 or 4 cannon, 
at our people, hurt no man but broke 3 guns & a boat. They fire pla- 
toons briskly, a strange practice for sabbath day, when they do but little 
at it on other days. A quiet sabbath, we had opportunity for publick 
worship all day. I preached from Deut.- 32. 4. Gen 1 Fry and Mr. 
Ward, General Ward's aid de camp, attended our meeting. 

Monday Sepf 11. Last night one of our centries on Cambridge side 
departed & went over to the regulars ; a rogue. This day six regulars 
with a barge fell into our hands, wind and tide being ag* y m they came 
on shore, and our people soon took y m without the discharge of a gun. 
One was a searg*, he says we killed & wounded on the spot at Bunker 
Hill 1335. The talk among y e souldiers is y* affairs will soon be set- 
tled ; we gave y m cyder to drink and y e searg ts toast was Love and 
unity. They have had late news from England, but it is all kept 
close. 

Tuesday Sept r 12. Doct r Moseley came to town. This day came to 
hand a handbill containing the petition & remonstrance of the City of 
London to George 3 d , and the spirited resolves & manner of presenting 
y e same to his Maj^ all much in favour of America. 

Wednesday SepV 13. This day come to Roxbury about 140 head of 
cattle & 900 or more sheep. Tis said they were brought from Canoni- 
cut Island & adjacent islands. Tis said y e Duke of Argile is appointed 
Gov T of Boston, and one How is appointed Admiral in y e room of 
Graves. 

Thursday Sepf 14. Nothing special to day except we had one can- 
non ball shot, which threw so much dirt into a mans bason of bread and 
milk as spoiled his breakfast ; also that two ships sailed, some said yy 
had troops on board. 

Friday SepV 15. Last night one of the regulars deserted and came 
over to us here at Roxbury. He gives no particular intelligence. 

Saturday Sept r 16. Another deserter last night gives no very par- 
ticular intelligence, but only as we have had in general. Also 4 men 
run away from a man of war, three of y m belonged to Connecticut, yy 
say y* a 20 gun ship sailed yesterday for Quebeck, and yy understood 



1892.] DIARY OF REV. BENJAMIN BOARDMAN. 407 

another man of war was to sail to day for y e same place : About ^ past 
4 of y e clock this afternoon fired 2 bombs and 5 or 6 cannon at our 
people, but did no hurt. 

Sabbath Day Sept r 17. A few cannon shot between our people & 
y e regulars in y e morning. A quiet sabbath. I preached this day at 
Jamaica Plains for the Rev d Mr. Gordon, who is gone a journey to 
Philadelphia. 

Monday Sept r 18. Last night 5 men who had been taken prisoners 
from Piscataqua, took a boat and came over to us, and bring this in- 
telligence that our shot yesterday on the enemy killed one man & 
wounded 3 more, one of the wounded had his thigh shot off. The 
enemy this day fired a large number of cannon at our people, hurt no 
man except the capt n of y e main guard, in a very slightly manner, with 
a piece of a brick or splinter. They also sent 13 bombs, five of which 
never broke, our people got the powder out of them. Wonderful pre- 
serv tn this day ! 

Tuesday Sept r 19 th . The enemy have fired a number of cannon this 
forenoon, yy shot a ball thro the guard house, it went through a 
room where were a number of men, & yet not one man hurL The 
remainder of y e day very quiet. This day Col 1 Pitkin sent us some fresh 
fish, flounders, &c. 

Wednesday Sepf 20. Last night a deserter swam over to Dorchester 
Point & came to us ; also 5 men run away from y e shipping & came 
over to Dorchester. The deserter tells us he belonged to the 44 th reg*. 
— that yy had news yesterday that there were 6 reg ts expected in about 
a fortnight, that there were about 300 or a little better in a reg*. Last 
night died one Burroughs of Gen 1 Spencer's reg*. This is the 10 we 
have lost with sickness. Attended the funeral of said Burroughs this 
day. He belonged at Tolland. 

Thursday Sept r 21. Last night 11 men ran away from the ship- 
ping, who had been taken by y e enemy, y e men belong to Piscataqua. 
The enemy fired a considerable number of cannon the latter part of the 
day, but hurt no man. Our people are wonderfully protected ! 

Friday Sept r 22. Gen 1 Washington gave out orders for officers 
to have rations ; in general they will do pretty well, but it gives 
me an idea that he sets no great by chaplains, as he has made them 
y e lowest in the grant, giving them only 2 while others have from 
3 to 15. 

Two more sailors run away last night & 
brought off another boat ; this makes 8 or 
9 good boats y* have fallen into our hands, 
but they are by no means so much as a 
shadow of reparation for the numerous ves- 
sels they have taken from us. Preached a 
lecture for Mr. Gordon. The enemy fired, 
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as a token of rejoicing at Georges coronation, from y e admiral, castle, &c. 

Guilbert a souldier in Capt n Willys comp y died to day. Very 

rainy this afternoon. This day Cap n Sumner took my horse to go to 
Squantum. 

Saturday Sept r 23. The enemy fired this forenoon 105 cannon, sev- 
eral came up y e hill by Roxbury meeting house ; they also shot thro a 
house where were a number of people, but they have hurt no man. A 
very remarkable providence ! God be praised. A few days ago the 
capt n of y (; light horse cut his throat : the occasion was not being allowed 
to resign his commits 11 . A funeral of Guilbert this day. We hear that 
Deac n Fullers son, souldier y fc went home is dead. This makes 12 died 
in our reg* with sickness. 

Sabbath Day Sept r 24. A comfortable sabbath, publick worship not 
interrupted by the enemy. I preached from 2 Chron. 20, 12 all day. 
Col 1 Wyllys thanked me & said it was y e best serm 11 he had ever heard 
upon the occation & troubles of y e day. 

Monday Sept r 25. This morning we hear that St. Johns is taken. The 
rifleman under conviction almost made his escape last night, our out 
centry took him up. Query what was y e guard about who had y e care 
of him. St Johns not taken. A few days ago Col 1 Mansfield was 
cashiered. 

Tuesday Sept r 26. Last night 2 regulars deserted and say y re are no 
more troops corning to America, y* a ship arrived a day or two past 
from Ireland & brought such intelligence ; y e ship brought provision. 

Wednesday Sept r 27. This day attended the fuueral of Moses Olmsted 
of E. Haddam & one Whitaker of Maj r Enos company who died yester- 
day. These make 14 that we have lost with sickness. This afternoon 
one Jackson in Capt u Chester's company died. Last night Major Tup- 
per with a large party went off on boats to Gov rs Island, I hear returned 
to day with 1 1 cattle and 2 horses. As a brigantine was coming to 
Boston from Quebeck with 60 head of cattle & a 100 sheep, wind & tide 
being stroug ag* her, she fell into our hands at Cape Ann. 

Thursday Sepf 28. We hear this day that a vessel from New Prov- 
idence with a great number of turtle & a variety of fruits fell into our 
hands at Marble Head, forced that way by the violence of wind. 

Friday Sept r 29. We hear this day y* Carlton sent a paccat to Gage 
in y e ship that fell into our hands at Cape Ann, w h says that Carlton 
cant help Gage, and he believes y* 5000 troops would subdue Canada. 

Saturday Sepf 30. Last night a hard frost. Ice this morning as thick 
as glass. Two regulars deserted last night, say 10 reg ts are arrived at 
Newfoundland, which are now expected in daily. A vendue to day. 
Black horse £10/10. Yoke of oxen £10/10 £21.0. Yoke of oxen £11. 
Cow 5/6, do £4/5, do £4/4, £24.15. Heifer £3/3. Little cow £3. 9. Yoke 
steers £8-14-9. Another horse Maj r Tupper had for his part giving 
the souldiers a barrel of rum. Capt n Sumner returned from Squantum 
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with my horse. The enemy fired briskly 28 cannon this morning, hurt 
no body. Middlehaddam troops in the new recruits arrived to day. 

Sabbath Oct r 1. A quiet sabbath. Preached all day from Colos. 1 .19. 
This day Ackley in Capt n Wyllys comp y died. Saw a considerable of 
my parishioners that came in the recruits. 

Monday Oct r 2. Doct r Church under an arrest for keeping up a cor- 
resp d with the enemy in Boston. Attended Ackleys funeral to day. 
Stow souldier in Major Meigs company died this afternoon. A few 
cannon towards night. No hurt. 

Tuesday Oct r 3. Attended Stows funeral to day. Class mate Olcot 
lodged here last night. Mr Bird chaplain arrived here to day. Presi- 
dent Dagget, Brother Lothrop of Gilead. The 60 head of cattle from 
Quebeck turn out to be but 45. 15 were lost in a storm. No flour, 
that was in another ship w h got safe into Boston. 

Wednesday Oct r 4. A vessel sent out of Boston for wood came over 
to us at Salem, y e cap n of w b says Lord How is appointed Gov r of Bos- 
ton, Clinton commands at Bunker Hill, & Gage is going home tomor- 
row. Three men of war are going somewhere, yy have taken 2 or 3 
mortars on board, and are to carry 2 reg ts , containing about 600 troops. 
He also adds y* some say Burgoin is gone to Philadelphia ; others say 
not, but he says that tho he used to see Burgoin frequently, yet he had 
not lately seen him for several days. A ship of 300 tun lately fallen 
into our hands, containing 2200 barrels of flour direct from London. 

Thursday Ocf 5. This day Mr. Adams minister of Roxbury died. 
Cloudy & lowery all day. Yesterday rec d account from Maj r Meigs, 
letter dated 24 of Sept r at Fort Weston about 30 miles up the river 
Kenebeck. 4 deserted from the shipping last night & brought off 2 
boats. 

Friday Oct r 6. The enemy fired this morning 89 cannon about 9 
o'clock in about J hour. They shot off one mans arm, & killed 2 
cows. 

Saturday Oct r 7. No news to day from any quarter. Bought a stock 
buckle 8/8 price. 

Sabbath Oct r 8. Cloudy & lowery. Last night a regular deserted, a 
stout fellow 6 feet 2 inches high. After he run away he was fired at, 
but when he had got out of danger he called to Brother Boston not to 
fire at him any more. Preached at Jamaica Plains for Mr. Gordon. 
The forenoon rainy, clear & warm in the afternoon. 

Monday Oct r 9. Last night 2 regulars set out to swim over to us, one 
of them was catched & carried back, the other came over to us, was 
shot at but escaped, he belongs to the light horse as he says. While 
he was in the water he stripped off his coat, was obliged to dive a great 
deal to keep out of sight. This day Isaac Spencer had my horse to go 
home. 

Tuesday OcV 10. But little news to day except the treaty of Brister 

52 
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people with Wallace giving him 40 sheep to stop firing. Infamous ! 
This day I went round to wait on Mr Alsop, Col 1 Sage & Capt n Hart 
to view our works, they were pleased with y™ 

Wednesday Oct r 11. The day before yesterday a rifleman was whipped 
and drummed out of camp. This morning another rifleman was drummed 
out of camp, not whipped, but if he ever returns again he is to receive 
30 lashes. 

Thursday Oct r 12. This day dined on turtle at Capt? Waterman's, a 
very good dinner. Little or no news to day. 

Friday Oct r 13. Went to the hospital, found the sick in general in a 
hopeful way ; went to see Col 1 Reed, he is better ; told me he heard by 
way of his brother from Cambridge that we had taken a 24 gun ship to 
the eastward. The man who had his arm shot off died last night, the 
watcher got to sleep and the artery opened & blood ran till he died. 
Deputy GJov r Griswold of Connecticut dined here to day. 

Saturday Oct r 14. Nothing to day. 

Sabbath Oct 15. Topliff, sold r , Maj r Enos company, died last night, 
18 with sickness. Attended the funeral of Topliff this afternoon after 
publick worship. Preached all day. Forenoon considered X* in the 
character of an advocate : in the afternoon on the shortness of life Pr° 
27. Two ships came in to day. I went down as far as Dorchester 
meeting house to the funeral, at Deac 11 ToplifFs, a relation of the 
deceased. 

Monday Oct r 16. Nothing special to day. I went this afternoon to 
Little Cambridge to attend the funeral of M Sodders child which died 
with the canker, about 7 year old. 

Tuesday Oct r 17. This day died Thomson, souldier of Cap n Hooker's 
company. 

Wednesday Oct r 18. Last night our people went out in a floating bat- 
tery, & fired a n° of cannon into the common, but unhappily split one 
cannon w h killed 1 man, & several wounded ; one died today. Mr M 
Sodder gave me a pair of purple coloured gloves. Gen 1 Spencer re- 
turned to camp from home. Tim tus Fuller, souldier in Capt n Wyllys 
comp y , died. 

Thursday Oct r 19. This day attended the funerals of Thomson & 
Fuller. Bought a side of sole leather that weighed 20 u & sent home 
by Jonathan Clark. 

Friday Oct r 20. A rainy night past and is cloudy & rainy this morn- 
ing. Major Tupper went to Cambridge, returned at evening, says a 
post arrived from Casco Bay, & brings intelligence that y e enemy began 
to fire on the town at 9 clock yesterday morning ; the occasion was the 
inhabitants refused to deliver up y r arms. Several men got out of Bos- 
ton last night, among whom was the man that brought letters from the 
Congress y l were intercepted ; they give but little intelligence for y e 
regulars conceal all among themselves. 
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Saturday OcV 21*'. Very rainy this morning & all the day. A 
regular deserted last night. He says yy think we shall give up when 
it comes winter ; that yy shall have a good opportunity to fight us when 
the leaves are off y e trees &c &c. 

Sabbath Oct r 22. Pleasant day, except somewhat windy. Preached 
all day from 2 Sam 1 10. 12. We hear the enemy have burnt 2 thirds 
of y e town of Falmouth, Casco Bay. 

Monday OcV 23. Dined this day on turtle, in compa y with Gen 1 Wash- 
ington & other generals, the brave Doct r Franklin, M r Linch & Harri- 
son, com tee from Congress with a great number of gentlemen. And 
this is all thats remarkable to day. 

Tuesday OcV 24. A raw chilly day. We hear a French vessel ar- 
rived lately at Shepcot with 7 ton of powder & a n° of arms. Not 
much news from any quarter. 

Wednesday OcV 25. Loveland died last night. Cold & somewhat 
freezing this morning. Attended Loveland's funeral. A day of rejoic- 
ing & firing among y e kings troops in commemoration of Georges reign. 
We hear that a ship from England loaded with arms run on shore at 
Barnegat, & our people have taken it. 

Thursday OcV 26. Last night died Gideon Brainard, souldier in 
Capt n Willys company. Paid for my side of leather that came to 24/ 
sent home by Jonath n Clark, also 4/ towards a calf skin ; in a guinea 
[?] Attended Brainards funeral this day. Paid a half crown bill at 
the hospital to Bebee for General Spencer. We hear that the regulars 
burnt Falmouth because they refused them 40 sheep &c. 

Friday OcV 27. Bought a calf skin this day of Sam 1 Gove of Rox- 
bury 10/ price which 1 paid for in a dollar added to the guinea paid 
on all. 

Saturday OcV 28. No news to day. Esq r Huntington of Moodus 
dined here to day. 

Sabbath OcV 29. We took a barge last night of the enemies y* 
drifted on shore. Lieut. Wadsworth died last night. I preached all 
day, 40 minutes in the whole service in y e forenoon, & 44 in y e after- 
noon. 

Monday OcV 30. Attended Lieut. Wadsworths funeral to day. His 
mother & one of his brothers present. The procession was Ens 11 War- 
ner at the head of y e advanced guard with their arms reversed ; then the 
searg ts who were bearers ; then the corps covered with black velvet ; on 
the top of the coffin were placed two naked swords with black ribands 
on y r hilts, crossing each other with y r points forward toward the feet 
of the corps. Then followed the mourners ; y n y e Col 1 of y e reg*, in 
connection with whom were the field officers of other reg ts ; then the 
capt s &c of y e same reg* followed with a large number under arms w h 
brought up y e rear. On the fife was played the tune called the Funeral 
Thoughts. At the end of each line in the tune the drums beat one 
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stroke. Ens n had the colours half wound with a black riband flowing 
from the top of y e pole. 

Tuesday Oct r 31. Bought me a flanel waistcoat this day, cost 9/2. 
We hear that Col 1 Gorham with about 40 tories are taken from y e east- 
ward who went after wood ; [also that Harry Knox, who married Sec- 
retary Fluckers daughter, and offered himself last June as a voluntary 
engineer to lay out our works, is taken & discovered to be active in ex- 
posing our works to the enemy.] Mistake of y e clause in the crotchets. 
Wednesday Nov r \ st . Nothing special all this day till about 7 o'clock 
in the evening, when there was a movement among the souldiery in 
Col 1 Parsons reg* & ours. A tumult arose wherein there was mani- 
fested great uneasiness about y r being paid in Kalendar months, but the 
general soon stilled matters. I was out among y m & advised y m y* if 
they had any difficulties yy would lay the same before y e general in some 
orderly manner, & yy seemed to hearken, & after a while matters eased 
away, &c. 

Thursday Nov r 2. This day visited Capt n Hooker, found him better ; 
dined with Mr. Gordon, an agreeable gent". 

Friday Oct r \_Nov.~\ 3. Very rainy latter part of last night, this morn- 
ing, and all the day proved very wet. This day Isaac Spencer re- 
turned with my mare from Connecticut. Nothing special to day. 

Saturday Nov r 4. Au express arrived this day to Gen 1 Washington 
informing that our troops had taken Fort Chamble — one major, 2 
capt? 3 lieut s , a surgeon, commissary, & 83 privates; 124 barrels of 
powder, 130 barrels of pork, some flour, besides a number of arms. 
Women & children were brought by St Johns, their husbands saw y m 
& told them they should capitulate in a day or 2 & would go with 
y m if they would stop. A man come out of Boston who had been a 
pilot, taken at Marthas Vineyard, & says the regular officers were fixing 
up the Old North for a play house & y e Old South for stabling ; y 4 he 
believed those y* refused to take up arms on y e side of gov* would have 
neither bread nor water allowed them. 

Sabbath Nov r 5. Preached in the forenoon. Rained in y e afternoon. 
Mr. Cogswell preached in our house to a few, from Joshua 5. 13. 14. 
1 st Cx is capt n of all G- Hosts. 2 dly we should engage him on our 
side. We hear this day that 3 vessels are fallen into our hands, by 
help of storms & privateers : one loaded with English goods to y e 
value of £300: one containing 118 pipes of wine; one containing 
rum &c. 

Monday Nov r 6. This day I hear a letter from Col 1 Arnold dated 
about y e 15 of Oct- came to Gen 1 Washington, which says he was in 
about 60 miles of Quebeck; y* y e people joined him abundantly, & 
everything appeared most favourable. Good news ! 

Tuesday Nov r 7. Lieut. Champion returned this day from privateer- 
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ing, & says they went out of Plymouth last sabbath, & returned yester- 
day with 2 prizes : one vessel of 90 & y e other 70 tuns from y e eastward 
loaded with cattle, sheep, wood, hay, fowl, &c, &c. One of y e vessels 
belonged to Daniel Hubbud of Boston, a late addresser of Gage. He 
gave a 1000 dollars for the vessel just before she went her voyage. 

Wednesday Nov r 8. Tis said troops are come in, & some in the 
offing to the n° of 2,500 ; several persons came out of Boston to day 
who give this ace*. 

Thursday Nov r 9. About one clock this afternoon a party of regulars 
in about 16 or 18 boats, 5 or 600 in number landed on a point of land 
called Letchmores Point, in order to get some cattle, our people rallied 
about 2000 and came to meet them ; the enemy soon left the ground & 
took to their boats ; they killed 2 rifle men & one of our men ; they 
ran a bayonet into an old cow, which was left in her. 

The above ace* cant be relied on: no man was killed, one rifle man 
wouuded is since dead ; a rifle man taken, he was in liquor when taken ; 
not above 5 or 600 of our men went ; not above 3 or 400 of the 
enemy ; indeed there is no certainty can be come at. 

Friday Nov r 10. Last night was a very rainy blustering night. I 
hope the enemy may have had some evidence that Heaven frowns on 
them. Mr. Fuller come here to day, went to Cambridge. Some 
troops supposed to arrive this day. 

Saturday Noif 11. Little or no news. Mr. Galpin told me that Mr 
Clark died last Monday the 6 th inst. suddenly with a fit. 

Day before yesterday came in 23 vessels 

To this no, add the following 3 ships of war 

and 5 merchant ships 5 

1 Brig 

This ace* C Topsail schooners 3 

from a man J One sloop 1 

who observed ) one schooner 1 

at Nantasket v. Three shallops 3 

A large fleet 40 Sail 

Sabbath Nov r 12. Last night 4 regulars came up to our lower cen- 
tries, and talked with, but our centries not having y r guns charged they 
went off again after a while : Stupidity in our men, they might have 
been taken well enough ! A cold blustering day. We had but one 
meeting in the middle of the day : but a few could attend. A man 
from Connecticut, Frink by name, says Gov r Trumbull told him day 
before yesterday, that St Johns was taken. Tis said from headquar- 
ters that y re one marching reg* & 3 companies of troops lately arrived 
of the royal train. 

{Here the Diary ends.'] 
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Dr. Samuel A. Green presented a letter written in 1694 
by John Tulley to Benjamin Harris, his publisher in Boston, 
and then said that the writer in his day had some fame as a 
maker of almanacs, and was well-known throughout New Eng- 
land. He was born near London, and when a lad came to this 
country with his widowed mother, who afterward married again 
and settled in Connecticut. The son lived and died at Say- 
brook in that State, where the letter is dated. His death took 
place on Oct. 5, 1701. An account of the Tulley family is 
printed in " The New England Historical & Genealogical Reg- 
ister" (III. 157) for April, 1849, which contains " much wild 
legend," says Mr. Savage. According to the catalogue of 
Ante-Revolutionary Publications, which appears in the sixth 
volume of the Transactions of the American Antiquarian So- 
ciety, Tulley's Almanacks were first issued for 1687, and con- 
tinued each year until 1702. Of these sixteen numbers the 
Historical Society possesses thirteen, including the last num- 
ber, a posthumous publication, which is printed with a mourn- 
ing border around the titlepage. It is interesting to note that 
in his Almanacks he always began the year with the month of 
January, — more than half a century before the legal change 
was made from Old Style to New, — and he was among the 
earliest to adopt the custom in this country. 

In this letter Tulley makes an allusion to Mr. Brattle, 
another almanac-maker, though it is somewhat doubtful 
whether he refers to Thomas or William, who were brothers 
and both graduates of Harvard College, and each the author 
of an almanac published some time before that period. Pre- 
sumably Brattle's almanac mentioned in the letter was for 
1694 ; and if so, it may have been an almanac published 
in that year, bearing on the titlepage the pseudonym of 

" Philo Mathemat." William Brattle's Almanack for 

1682 had on the titlepage after the name of the author " Phi- 
lomath," which seems to suggest a common author. And fur- 
thermore there is a resemblance between the titles of the two 
publications, one of which reads u An Ephemeris of Ccelestial 
Motions, Aspects, Eclipses, &c. For the Year of the Christian 
iEra 1682," and was printed by Samuel Green ; and the other, 
" An Almanack of the Coelestiall Motions, Aspects and 
Eclipses, &c. For the Year of our Lord God, M DC XC IV," 
and was printed by Bartholomew Green, a son of Samuel, 
though I attach but little importance to this fact. According 
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to the catalogue of the Antiquarian Society, as published in 
their Transactions, there were only two almanacs for 1694 
printed in this country ; and they were Tulley's, and the one 

by " Philo. Mathemat," mentioned above. For these 

reasons I am inclined to think that William Brattle was the 
writer of the anonymous almanac for 1694, and that Tulley, in 
his letter, alluded to the same publication. 

Benjamin Harris, to whom the letter is addressed, was a 
well-known printer and bookseller in Boston. He came origi- 
nally from London about the year 1690, and returned there 
not long after the date of the letter. John Dunton, in his 
" Life and Errors " (pages 293, 294), speaks of him in compli- 
mentary terms. 

M? Harris 

Kind S r , These may let you vnderstand that about a moneth since 
I rec^ a quire of papour, & one bound almanack and one of M r Brattells 
almanacks that you sent me by the post, for which I returne you many 
thanks for yo r care therein, And the last fryday night I receiued of 
M r Blague a letter fro~ you bearing date Aprill the 30^ 1694 with 
M r Holl wells predictions inclosed, My wife hath also receiued seuerall 
loueing tokens sent to her by yo r good wife, for which she is much en- 
gaged to her for her kindness, being much troubled that at p r sant she 
cannot requite her kindness in any measure S r , besides the new booke 
& printed papours, pins, needles tape, lace & spice that your good wife 
sent to my wife, I receiued a sheete of large papour that you sent me 
to write the Almanack vpon, but it hath receiued some damage by rea- 
son of the wet weather the last weeke, the other things escaped pretty 
well saue only the spice some of it perhaps might be lost, S r I haue 
not time now to enlarge nor to write to you about the almanacke but I 
purpose (god willing) by M r Blague to write to you about it for I in- 
tend it for you I had not wrote vnto you now but haueing soe good 
an oppertunity I thought meet to acquaint you of the things I haue re- 
ceiued since I sent you my last letter. S r , my wife p r sents her humble 
seruice to yo r self & to your good wife tho : vnknowne giueing her many 
thanks for the loueing tokens sent her, Thus with my loueing respects 
p r sented to you & Mi r s Harris being in hast I rest, yo r loueing ffriend 

John Tulley senio r 

Say-Brooke May the 7* 1694 

M r Blague & seu r all others of my neighbours intend (god willing) to 
set out vpon their journey for Boston the begining of the nixt weeke. 

[Addressed] These For M r Benja Harris Printer at the Sign of the Bible, ouer- 
against the blew- Anchor — In Boston p v sent with care *$ M r Nath 1 * Lynde 
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Rev. Edward G. Porter, being called on by the President, 
spoke substantially as follows : — 

Mr. President, — The attention of the country has been 
directed this week to the northwest coast, where the people 
of three States are celebrating the centenary of the finding 
and naming of their great river, the Columbia. 

As our Society has among its treasures a medal and three 
quaint pictures, 1 illustrating some of the memorable achieve- 
ments of the ship " Columbia " a hundred years ago, I thought 
I would have them placed upon the table for the inspection of 
members at this meeting. 

The medal is of bronze, 2 and was struck in 1787 to com- 
memorate the departure of the " Columbia " and her consort, 
the sloop " Washington," for the northwest coast. It bears 
the names of the six owners, and a fair relief of the two 
vessels. 

The origin of this commercial enterprise may be traced to 
the interest awakened by the accounts of Captain Cook's last 
voyage. John Ledyard, a young American who had sailed 
with him, published his private journal with a chart in Hart- 
ford in 1783, dedicating it to Governor Trumbull. Ledyard 
is credited with being the first man in America or Europe to 
advocate the opening of a trade in furs between the northwest 
coast and China. He convinced Robert Morris of the advan- 
tages of such an enterprise, and sought the co-operation of 
New York merchants ; but his scheme was generally regarded 
as visionary. He then went to France, and enlisted Jefferson 
and Paul Jones in his favor ; but as the necessary means were 
wanting he repaired to London, and there was encouraged by 
such men as Sir James Hall and Sir Joseph Banks, through 
whose aid a ship was fitted out for Nootka ; but for some 
unexplained reason the project fell through. 

1 Given to the Society by Joseph Russell in 1795. They are painted upon 
glass, after the original drawings by Davidson exhibited at this meeting. A 
duplicate set of these three copies is in possession of Mrs. Frank B. Sanborn of 
Concord, who inherited them from her grandfather, Samuel Yendell, one of the 
" Columbia's " crew. The Chinese marks upon some of the old frames would 
indicate that they were made perhaps while the ship was in port near Canton. 

2 Given to the Society by Joseph Barrell in 1791. A few were struck in silver 
for the owners, and a large number in pewter, intended for distribution among 
the natives of the Pacific. As the State of Massachusetts had established a mint 
in Boston in 1787 for the coining of cents and half cents, it is natural to suppose 
that the projectors of this expedition had their medals struck at the same place. 
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Cook's official journal was published in 1784, and his sug- 
gestions of a remunerative fur-trade with the Indians were 
widely discussed in commercial circles both in England and 
America. In this country the first men to take up the matter 
in earnest were those whose names are upon this medal, headed 
by Joseph Barrell, 1 a well-known and prosperous merchant of 
this town, who often visited at the house of Dr. Thomas Bul- 
finch in Bowdoin Square, where in the winter of 1786-87 the 
plan was fully developed. Charles Bulfinch, the doctor's son 
(afterward a member of this Society), was in Barrell's count- 
ing-house for a time before making architecture his profession. 
Captain John Derby (or Darby, as it appears on the medal) 
was a son of Richard Derby of Salem, and acquired distinc- 
tion by taking the news of the battle of Lexington to Eng- 
land in advance of the official tidings. Samuel Brown and 
Crowell Hatch were Boston men, and John Marsden Pintard 
was one of the leading New York merchants of that period. 

These six gentlemen formed a company, and purchased the 
ship " Columbia," 2 two hundred and twelve tons, and the sloop 
" Washington," 3 ninety tons, and put Capt. John Kendrick in 
command, with Capt. Robert Gray in charge of the sloop. 
The vessels 4 sailed from Boston Sept. 30, 1787, and touched 
at the Cape Verde and Falkland Islands, and rounding Cape 
Horn in April reached Nootka Sound (on what is now called 
Vancouver's Island) in September, 1788. There they passed 
the winter in Friendly Cove. 

Having secured a good cargo of furs the following season, 
Kendrick decided to send Gray home with the " Columbia," 
while he remained cruising with the sloop. Accordingly, 
Gray sailed from Clayoquot Sound July 30, 1789, for China, 
calling at the Hawaiian Islands for provisions. The " Colum- 
bia " was consigned to Messrs. Shaw & Randall, a new Boston 
firm just established at Canton. The furs were sold at a 
much lower rate than was anticipated ; and the ship took in 

1 The Society has a collection of some of the Barrell papers relating to the 
" Columbia/' given by Mr. Charles H. Joy. 

2 Or " Columbia Rediviva/' as she was often called after this. She was built 
by James Briggs at Hobart's Landing on North River, Scituate, in 1773. 

3 Sometimes called " Lady Washington." 

4 For a more detailed account of this enterprise, with illustrations from the 

original drawings, see the author's article in the " New England Magazine/' 

June, 1892. 

fi3 
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a cargo of Bohea tea, and returned to Boston by the Cape of 
Good Hope, having sailed about forty-nine thousand miles 
by her log. 

As this was the first time that our flag had been carried 
around the world, the arrival of the " Columbia " on the 10th 
of August, 1790, was an occasion of great rejoicing. Salutes 
from the Castle and from the town's artillery greeted the 
returned voyagers, and thousands of citizens assembled on the 
wharves. General Lincoln, the collector of the port, went on 
board with a party of friends ; and Governor Hancock gave 
a reception to the owners and officers, 1 which was largely 
attended. Captain Gray walked up State Street in the pror 
cession by the side of a young Hawaiian chief whom he had 
brought home with him, — the first of his race ever to visit 
this country. 

Although the voyage was not a profitable one to the own- 
ers, so that Derby and Pintard sold out their shares, yet the 
others were sanguine enough to retain the ship and send her 
once more on the same errand. Gray remained as captain ; 
and Robert Haswell, 2 who had been with him, now shipped 
as first officer. They sailed Sept. 28, 1790, and reached Clayo- 
quot June 4, 1791. There they established their headquar- 
ters, and put up a large log house, which they called Fort 
Defence. During the winter they built a sloop of forty-four 
tons called the " Adventure," being the second 3 vessel ever 
launched on that coast. 

One of these pictures represents Captain Gray talking with 
the ship's carpenter, Samuel Yendell, about the sloop, which is 
seen on the stocks, while the men are busy all around, and the 
ship lies moored in the harbor. It is worthy of mention that 
our esteemed Governor Russell is a descendant of this Mr. Yen- 
dell, who was a native of the North End, and who served on 
the frigate Tartar in the Revolution, and also helped to build 
the famous Constitution. He lived to be the last survivor 

1 Joseph Ingraham, first officer of the " Columbia," presented to Harvard Col- 
lege, immediately after his return, a collection of curiosities gathered in the Pacific 
on this voyage. 

2 We are indebted to Haswell for the fullest account extant of the two 
voyages, although his journal is incomplete. He was half-brother to Susanna 
Rowson, the author of " Charlotte Temple," whose memoir by Nason is in our 
Library. 

8 The first was the schooner " Northwest America," built by Meares in 1788. 
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of the "Columbia's" crew, and died in 1861. Mr. Winthrop- 
remembers the old gentleman, and heard from his own lips 
interesting accounts of the " Columbia's " voyage. 

Another picture gives us Captain Gray in the Straits of 
Fuca, " obliged to fire upon the natives, who disregard his 
orders to keep off." The war-canoes are seen all about, with 
twenty or thirty men in each, evidently alarmed by the dis- 
charge of the ship's cannon. 

The other picture in the possession of our Society shows an 
attempt by the savages near Chickleset to capture the ship on 
a moonlight night. The painting has become very indistinct ; 
but I am fortunate enough to have found the original drawing 
by George Davidson, 1 of Charlestown, one of the crew, who 
shipped as painter, and who was evidently quite an artist. He 
also made several other sketches, which are upon the table. 

One represents the ship at anchor at the Falkland Islands. 
Captain Gray stands on the shore by his tent, holding a chart 
in his hand and talking ^ Itn one of his officers. Several of 
the crew are busy filling the water-casks, and one is seen 
shooting birds on the beach. 

Another drawing shows the " Columbia " in a squall, and 
the last one represents her probably at Whampoa, where Cap- 
tain Gray, standing under a tree, is facing a fleet of vessels 
lying in the roads, " while conversing with a friend upon the 
discovery of Oregon." That was indeed a memorable discov- 
ery, and it formed the theme of many a conversation in those 
days ; but the full significance of it did not appear till half a 
century later. The story in brief is this. 

In the spring of '92 Gray had sent the " Adventure " on a 
cruise to the northward under Haswell to collect skins, while 
he took the " Columbia" on the same errand to the southward. 
When in lat. 46° 10', he saw a long stretch of formidable 
breakers, and was convinced that he was off the mouth of a 
great river. He approached the bar several times, but the 
outsetting current was so strong that he did not get over, 
though he remained there nine days hoping to do so. 

On the 29th of April, near the Straits of Fuca, he fell in 
with Vancouver, who had just come out from England with 

1 Three of these original drawings belong to Mr. Francis Stowell, of Charles- 
town, a grandson of Davidson. The other three are the property of Mrs. Abby 
Bancroft Twombly, of Newton, a granddaughter of Captain Gray. 
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three naval vessels, to explore the coast and to execute the 
provisions of the Nootka Convention. The interview was an 
interesting one. The English commander said he had made 
no discoveries as yet, and inquired if Gray had made any. 
The Yankee skipper replied that he had, and narrated his 
recent experience off the breakers in lat. 46°. Vancouver 
said this must have been the opening passed by him two days 
before, which, he thought, might be u a small river ; " but " not 
considering this opening worthy of more attention," he con- 
tinued on his course, and by his own words surrendered what- 
ever title he might have had to the honor of discovering the 
greatest American river emptying into the Pacific. 

Undaunted by Vancouver's scepticism, Gray was resolved 
to prove the existence of that river ; and so again he headed 
for the breakers. On the way, in lat. 46° 58', he discovered 
(May 7) a fine, large, sheltered anchorage, which he called 
Bulfinch Harbor, but which was soon after named by others 
in his honor, Gray's Harbor, the name which it still bears. 
Here he was attacked by the savages, and had to fire upon 
them with serious results. 

At daybreak on the 11th — one hundred years ago yester- 
da}^ — Gray spied the entrance to his river ; and the wind 
being favorable, he bore away and ran in, under full sail, 
through the breakers. At once he saw that his surmises were 
correct. Here was a magnificent stream of fresh water, four 
or five miles wide, up which he sailed ten miles, and then 
came to anchor in ten fathoms. The astonished natives came 
out in great numbers, and showed a friendly disposition. On 
the 14th the ship stood up the river some fifteen miles farther, 
and being convinced that it was navigable for an indefinite 
distance, the captain decided to return. On the 19th he 
landed with his crew near the mouth of the river, and for- 
mally named it, after his ship, the Columbia, raising the flag, 
and planting some coins under a pine-tree, near the bold head- 
land which he called Cape Hancock, and opposite the low spit 
on the other shore which he named Point Adams. 

In claiming this honor for the Boston ship we are not un- 
mindful of the fact that the river had a mythical existence 
long before. D'Aguilar and Carver and Heceta had referred 
to it, but in a very indefinite manner. No writer had ever 
correctly described it, or given it its proper place on a map. 
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Its mouth, if given at all, was put anywhere between the 
straits of Anian (Fuca) and California. And Meares, who 
was Gray's contemporary on the coast, tried to find it in 
1788, and declared that there was no such river there by 
naming the inlet Deception Bay and the headland Cape 
Disappointment. 

There is ample proof, therefore, that Gray was the first white 
man to cross the bar and anchor in those waters, and tell the 
world what he had done. ,He made the first chart of the 
shores, and raised the first flag that ever floated over them ; 
and the name he gave to the river has been universally ac- 
cepted. Upon this discovery largely — followed as it was by 
the Lewis and Clarke expedition, and the settlement at Astoria 
— " the Oregon question," after long and heated controversy, 
was decided in our favor in 1846. 

The " Columbia " reached Boston July 29, 1793. The own- 
ers were again disappointed in their profits, but the country at 
large has reaped a rich reward. 

Mr. Porter's communication elicited brief remarks by Dr. 
William Everett, Mr. Justin Winsor, Hon. George S. 
Hale, Hon. E. R. Hoar, and Mr. Henry W. Haynes, with 
reference to the name Oregon, applied by Bryant to the 
Columbia River, and to the settlement of the dispute with 
Great Britain. 

Dr. William Everett spoke as follows : — 

I regretted very much, sir, that the business of the Annual 
Meeting prevented a more detailed mention of the historical 
services of our late honorary member, Prof. Edward Augustus 
Freeman. The position which he occupied was so unique in 
the department of thought and literature which this Society 
calls its own, that it seems improper not to dwell with some 
particularity on the elements of his power. I do not propose 
to give a complete or even a partial list of his works. Such 
may be found in the obituary notices written of him in his own 
country. 

Such a notice which appeared in a Boston paper spoke of 
him as a great historical scholar, but not a great historian ; 
and the writer left us in little doubt how he interpreted 
that phrase, for he spoke in terms of the highest eulogy of 
the late J. R. Green as his master's superior. I do not believe 
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I should be rash in predicting that the contributions which 
Green made to historical knowledge, not as a scholar, but as 
a writer, will be superseded sooner than those of Freeman. 

And first, I would put his services in impressing on the 
minds of all his readers the great truth of the Unity of His- 
tory, — that we cannot truly know the history of any one nation, 
at least of that race to which our own belongs, without know- 
ing the history of all ; that it is impossible to extract a single 
nation or a single period, and confine one's knowledge to that 
with any hope of making it accurate or profitable ; still more 
that it is impossible to draw lines and say, " Here ends ancient 
history, here mediaeval, here modern." There is no doubt 
that this truth came into Freeman's mind from the influence 
of Dr. Arnold. 1 But the pupil's essays have, I suspect, had a 
circulation and influence far beyond the teacher's lectures. 
It is a pity they could not have wider influence still. It is 
humiliating to see how many of our most prominent writers of 
American history seem never to have studied English history 
except so far as their American studies forced them into it, — 
never as an independent field of reading ; oblivious or igno- 
rant that English History is American History, and American 
History is English. 

Secondly, Mr. Freeman thoroughly understood and described 
the influence of great men on their countries and the world for 
good or evil. He never yielded to the prevalent fancy that 
all national history is a series of unconscious waves, where the 
so-called great men are merely the crests which float a little 
higher. He believed that in the great design of God indi- 
viduals whose powers and character are exceptional and not 
reducible to rule, control and direct their countries for good 
or evil, and that without them the course of time would have 
run in other channels. 

And he was not only just to great men: he loved good men. 
He loved righteousness, and hated iniquity. He fought man- 
fully for the right and against the wrong wherever he found 
them, — in Greece or Rome, Carthage or Turkestan, France or 
England. At the present day a vast influence is exercised by 
the historical writings of Mommsen, of whom it is hardly an 
exaggeration to say that he cannot appreciate the difference 

1 My attention was called to this point by our associate Hon. Mellen 
Chamberlain. 



1892.] REMARKS BY DR. WILLIAM EVERETT. 423 

between right and wrong. It is most refreshing to turn from 
his profligate pages to Freeman's criticisms, where Sulla and 
Caesar, Edward 1. and Louis Napoleon, are all brought to the 
same bar of eternal morality. 

Another very great service that Freeman rendered to his- 
torical study was his knowledge of geography, and its true 
force. Few subjects are worse taught in our schools than 
this. Excessive attention is given to the earth as the theatre 
of physical forces ; and the department of Political Geography, 
so called, is restricted to meagre and disproportionate statistics 
of the present status of the nations. Freeman brought into 
prominence, as no one else has done, the necessity of studying 
the distribution of the earth among its various occupants, the 
successive changes therein, the different signification of the 
same geographic names from age to age, and the serious danger 
of confounding those meanings by relying on a limited supply 
of maps. No one, for instance, can rise from reading his essays 
without understanding what the name France means as he is 
not likely to have done before. Scarcely less important, and 
to many persons perhaps more interesting, were his studies 
and expositions of the historical force of architecture, especially 
as concerns the annals of the illustrious cities of Europe. 

All these qualities were exhibited in his works with a lively 
reality which enforced the lessons he had so much at heart far 
more than the bloodlessness, miscalled impartiality, of a certain 
school of historians who never see, or refuse to see the signifi- 
cance of the facts they narrate. It is very possible that by 
some of these the name of a great historical scholar would be 
denied to Professor Freeman. He has somewhere said that 
historical evidence must be in print before he could consider 
it accessible, — he was not one of those who could go to un- 
published manuscripts for information. For the like reasons, 
his classical scholarship, which was an essential part of his 
intellectual equipment, would probably not satisfy many fin 
de siecle scholars. Just as there was in him nothing of the 
" elegant " scholarship of the last century, so he had nothing 
of the omnium gatherum scholarship of the present day, which 
sweeps together all facts relevant and irrelevant, and pours 
them over the subject, without sifting or arrangement. But 
he was a classical scholar, as Macaulay describes Somers to 
have been, essentially manly ; feeling throughout all the 
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vigorous sense of the great ancient writers, and transfusing 
it into his own thoughts. 

We must deeply regret his premature death, in the midst 
of a lively, acute, profound work, on a subject teeming with 
interest of every kind, — the History of Sicily ; and it is some 
consolation to us to feel that our associate, Professor Goodwin, 
has rendered active assistance to both author and printer in 
perfecting the portion already published. 

*Mr. William W. Goodwin then said: — 

It was my good fortune to visit Sicily in 1890 in company 
with Mr. Freeman, and I can confirm from my personal ex- 
perience all that Dr. Everett has said of the great historian's 
conscientious fidelity. He had a positive repugnance to taking 
anything at second hand. He never adopted an opinion or a 
statement; of another if it was within his power to verify it by 
his own observation. When we were in Syracuse, an article 
came to us in which it was maintained that the suburb called 
Achradina was never enclosed in a wall so as to be part of an- 
cient Syracuse. Although Mr. Freeman was suffering from 
gout, so that he could not wear a shoe, he immediately pro- 
posed to test the question by an examination of the whole 
circuit of Achradina, which he made on foot in felt slippers. 
Any one who has ever climbed the rocky hills and crossed the 
craggy ravines of that peninsula will know what this means. 
There was no difficulty in finding either the stones of the wall 
or the marks of them in the scarped rocks, through the whole 
circuit of several miles ; but no assurances which I could give 
him of the traces of the walls could prevent him from climbing 
each hill and seeing for himself. He was equally persistent 
and unwearied at Girgenti in tracing the lines of the ancient 
walls and in following the successive steps of the Carthaginian 
siege. 

He had a great contempt for the ways of some writers on 
modern history, who, when they touch on ancient history, are 
content to borrow their facts and their quotations from other 
modern writers. Mr. Freeman never went from one town to 
another in Sicily without carrying with him a classical library. 
Thucydides, Herodotus, Diodorus, Polybius, and Livy were 
always on the table (or on the floor) wherever he spent a night; 
and he had his heroes, especially Schubring and Holm, even 
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among the German authorities, of whom he sometimes spoke 
collectively in rather slighting terms. The classic authorities 
were always the basis of his narrative : he never gave his own 
or any other modern view merely modified by ancient authority. 
All the classic quotations in his history were copied by his own 
hand from the texts themselves. His knowledge of the Greek 
authors was by no means confined to the historians ; although 
he took comparatively little interest in the poets generally, he 
was very familiar with Pindar, whose Sicilian odes he knew by 
. heart and often repeated to himself as he walked about Syra- 
cuse or Girgenti. I believe he was the first to suggest what 
now seems to me the only intelligible explanation of the Sixth 
Olympian ode, written for the Syracusan and Stymphalian 
Agesias. It was always the substance rather than the form 
which attracted him in this, as in all literature. He wrote me 
a year ago of his meeting a distinguished scholar when he went 
to see the newly discovered poems of Herondas on their first 
appearance at Oxford. Both scholars examined the new trea- 
sure with deep interest. But Freeman said to a friend whom 
he met in the street as he w T as going away, u Is n't it queer 

that E does n't want to know what is in Herondas, but only 

cares for the metre" (the "lame iambic ")? The other met the 
same gentleman a few minutes later and said, " Is n't it queer 
that Freeman did n't care for the metre of Herondas, and only 
wanted to know what he wrote about ? " 

The three volumes of the History of Sicily, ending with the 
year 403 B.C., are a fragment, but still a solid and a most 
precious fragment, of a work which perhaps no man except 
the author would have ventured to undertake on so grand 
a scale. 

Hon. George S. Hale, Mr. Justin Winsor, and Mr. 
Henry W. Haynes also related some personal reminiscences 
of Mr. Freeman. 

Dr. Samuel A. Green presented, in behalf of Mr. Wil- 
liam H. Whitmore, the memoir of the late Augustus T. 
Perkins, which Mr. Whitmore was appointed to prepare for 
the Proceedings. 
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MEMOIR 

OP 

AUGUSTUS THORNDIKE PERKINS, A.M. 

BY WILLIAM H. WHITMORE. 



Augustus Thorndike Perkins was born in Boston, Sept. 
28, 1827, and died in the same city, April 21, 1891. He 
was elected a member of the Massachusetts Historical Society 
in February, 1872, and at the date of his death he stood twenty- 
ninth upon our roll. 

Although our late associate was a man of very distinct in- 
dividuality, his personal traits were so largely hereditary and 
so universally associated with previous bearers of the name, 
that it would be impossible to present a true portrait of him 
without embodying therein the recollections of at least three 
generations. Should this memoir therefore seem to be more of 
a genealogy than a biography, I trust the result will justify the 
method ; and I must also plead the fact that the materials 
therefor were collected by our friend, in a little volume of a 
kind almost without a parallel in our literature. The exten- 
sive quotations which follow are not only the history of his 
ancestors, but an admirable revelation of the mind and heart 
of the compiler. 

The Perkins family in New England has originated from 
several distinct stocks, at Topsfield, Ipswich, Hampton, and 
Dover, as is set forth in the New England Historical and 
Genealogical Register for July, 1856. The Boston family 
originating with Edmund Perkins is not known to be closely 
connected with either of the preceding. The emigrant Ed- 
mund Perkins married in Boston, about 1677, Susanna, 
daughter of Francis Hudson and widow of Howlett. 
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Our author had some grounds for the belief that the emi- 
grant belonged to the family of Perkins of Ufton, co. Berks. 
It is certain that the tombstone of the oldest son of the 
emigrant, who died in 1682, aged four years, has engraved 
upon it a shield of arms ; namely, a fesse dancette between six 
billets, three and three. 1 Similar arms, varying only in the 
number of billets, are on a seal used in 1725 by Dr. John 
Perkins of Ipswich, a grandson of John Perkins, the emigrant 
in that town. There was possibly a connection between 
these two branches in New England ; certainly an intimacy. 
Capt. Edmund 1 Perkins lived near the foot of Hanover Street, 
Boston, and died in 1693, leaving sons John 2 and Edmund 2 . 
Family tradition bears witness to his strength and spirit; 
more certain mementos are his two swords and a few of 
his books, which his descendants possess. His son Edmund 2 
Perkins of Boston (1683-1761) was twice married. By his 
first wife he was grandfather of Major William 4 Perkins, an 
officer in the Revolution, whose great-grandsons James 7 and 
William 7 E. served bravely in the late Rebellion. By his 
second wife Edmund 2 had four sons, the youngest being 
James 3 , whose line we trace. 

Of this Edmund 2 we get some details rather unusual at 
that date. " He was sharp of tongue and heavy of hand, 
very witty, a great hunter and fisherman like his father, 
very skilful in the' use of arms and tools. He excelled in 
wood-carving, was extravagantly fond of wrestling, boxing, 
and fencing, and especially devoted to the latter exercise." 
His house on Water Street was " a long two-story building 
with a gambrell roof, the gable on the street, but back from 
it ; a wide yard in front of the porch at the front door, with 
quite large elm-trees and a garden of some size behind." 

James 3 Perkins, born in 1733, married at the age of 
twenty-two, Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Handasyde Peck, 
a merchant, in whose counting-house he had been educated. 
Dying at the age of forty years, he makes but little impres- 
sion upon the record, except the memory of being an ardent 

1 This gravestone was found by accident while digging for the foundations 
of a house in a court leading out of Eliot Street near Warrenton Street. I 
had the pleasure of calling Mr. Perkins's attention to it, and we examined it 
together before it was removed. It was afterwards given to him, and a photo- 
graph was inserted in his " Notice of the Perkins Arms in England," Salem, 
1878. 
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patriot as well as a diligent and methodical merchant. He 
left a widow and eight children, all of whom married. These 
were James, Thomas H., Samuel G., Mrs. Russell Sturgis, 
Mrs. Robert Cushing, Mrs. Benjamin Abbot, Mrs. Josiah 
Sturgis, and Mrs. Ralph B. Forbes. The widow, in the 
words of Thomas G. Cary, " was a woman of excellent 
principles and remarkable energy, and undertook the heavy 
charge thus devolved upon her with deep solicitude (as 
appeared from a subsequent reference of her own to this 
passage of her life), but with firmness and ability ; courage- 
ously assuming the business of her husband, who had been 
connected with George Erving, one of the principal mer- 
chants in the town." * 

The father lived on King (now State) Street, close by the 
site of the Boston Massacre ; and his son Thomas H. distinctly 
remembered the details of the scene. During the British oc- 
cupation of Boston Mrs. Perkins removed with her children 
to Barnstable, returning hither to renew her mercantile re- 
lations. Her last days were passed in her home near Sea 
Street, 2 where she took an active part in the charitable asso- 
ciations of the town, and where she died in 1807. 

Her three sons all chose the profession of merchant, — a 
designation then properly so applied, since to be the owner 
and employer of vessels in foreign commerce required a train- 
ing as thorough, as technical, and as prolonged as that for 
either of the academic professions. At a time when the 
shores of half the world were unknown or unvisited, when 
voyages required years for completion, and when a knowl- 
edge of the political future of empires was a prerequisite 
to success in mercantile ventures, to be a merchant called 
for a high quality of intellect as well as of enthusiasm for 
the labor. It is a matter of history that after our Revolution 
the sons of New England obtained a foremost place in this pur- 

1 Memoir of Thomas Handasyde Perkins, p. 5. 

2 " This house was a large, square building, standing back from the street, 
which bounded the beach about a hundred feet away. In the front garden 
were fine horse-chestnut trees, and many flower-beds with sunflowers and tall 
hollyhocks, very prominent, and oddly enough, quite a number of peach-trees, 
which bore finely at that time; there were also plums and apricots. Behind 
the house was a stable and a vegetable garden. The house was of two stories 
and a half, with a great porch in front having seats in it, whence a fine and 
unobstructed view of the Bay was obtained. There was nothing but Sea 
Street between them and the water." 
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suit, and the honor was due to none more than to James and 
Thomas H. Perkins. In 1785 James established a house in 
St. Domingo, then one of the most prosperous of the French 
colonies. Here Thomas joined him for a time, and Samuel 
G., a younger brother, later ; Thomas returned to Boston in 
1788, married, and began his prosperous career by a voyage 
to China. In 1792 the insurrection in St. Domingo * nearly 
ruined his brothers there, and they were forced to return to 
Boston. Stephen married Miss Higginson, and became a part- 
ner in the house of Higginson & Co. The other two brothers 
formed the firm of J. & T. H. Perkins, which continued for 
thirty years. 

In 1819 each brother admitted into the firm his son of his 
own name. James, Sr., died in August, 1822, aged sixty-one ; 
his son James, Jr., died in June, 1828; Thomas H., Jr. (herein- 
after noticed), " after a few years of remarkable success, with- 
drew with a good fortune " ; Thomas H., Sr., finally dissolved 
the firm in 1838. 

In respect to James Perkins, 2 it will be sufficient to refer to 
the memoir in our volumes. His liberality was shown " by his 
gifts to the General Hospital and to the Theological School at 
Cambridge, his bequest to the University for the foundation of 
a Professorship of Mathematics, and above all by the gift of his 
house on Pearl Street to the Trustees of the Boston Athenaeum." 
Thomas H. Perkins was equally noted for his public spirit and 
generosity. One most memorable instance was in 1833, when 
he gave his dwelling-house on Pearl Street for the establish- 
ment of the Asylum for the Blind, which will perpetuate his 
name. In view of Mr. Cary's admirable memoir, I will merely 
cite the words of our honored ex-President, Mr. Winthrop, 
spoken in 1854 : " Thomas Handasyde Perkins was one of the 
noblest specimens of humanity to which our city has ever given 
birth, leading the way for half a century in every generous 

1 See a very interesting account of this insurrection, written in 1835, by- 
Samuel G. Perkins, printed in our Proceedings, 2d series, vol. ii. pp. 305-390. 
Mr. Perkins died on his birthday, May 24, 1847, aged eighty years 

2 James Perkins, Sr., was chosen a Corresponding Member of this Society , 
in 1792, and a Resident Member in 1796. See a memoir by his grandson in 
our Proceedings, vol. i. p. 353. This grandson (by James, Jr.) was Charles 
Callahan Perkins, born in 1823, died in 1886, eminent for his literary abilities and 
his devotion to the arts and to education. He was elected a Resident Member 
in December, 1874 ; and a memoir by Samuel Eliot will be found in our Pro- 
ceedings, 2d series, vol. iii. pp. 223-246. 
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enterprise, and setting one of the earliest examples of those 
munificent charities which have given our city a name and a 
praise throughout the earth.'' 

To resume the thread of family history, it may be here said 
that Thomas H. Perkins was a man of most distinguished ap- 
pearance. His well-known portrait confirms the report of his 
contemporaries, that his stature, his courtesy, his speech, and 
his writings all evidenced a leader among men. And in his 
generation such advantages were of more than local import- 
ance. After the Revolution our country was to be tested in 
Europe by such citizens as visited there in a private capacity. 
The power of our fleets, both the official and the commercial 
portions, was beyond question. It was a distinct gain to our 
reputation that we had also great merchants, like Mr. Perkins, 
who were the equals of the Barings, the Hopes, and the Hot- 
tinguers, and who maintained in foreign courts and exchanges 
the honor of the American name. 

It has already been noted that Thomas H. Perkins, Jr., was 
associated with his father, and that he predeceased him. In 
the " Sketch " from which I shall now make extracts, the home 
life of this generation is traced by a loving hand. The son was 
born in 1796, and was fitted for Harvard at the age of 
fifteen. The ardor of his disposition, however, frustrated all 
such plans ; and at an early age he sailed for China, duly en- 
rolled as captain of marines in a letter-of-marque owned by his 
father, This vessel carried eighteen guns, one hundred and 
fifty men, and twenty-five marines. On their outward pas- 
sage they had a smart encounter with a British troop-ship, 
besides other warlike adventures. After his return Mr. Per- 
kins started on a cruise to Valparaiso ; and after spending some 
months there, he sailed to London. In this city he became 
acquainted with General Devereux, the agent of the Colom- 
bian Republic, who was recruiting soldiers for the war against 
the Spaniards. Mr. Perkins was appointed on his staff, serving 
for about two years and attaining to the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel. The story of his life abroad is well told in Mr. A. T. 
Perkins's book ; * but I will copy only two pen-portraits, both 
drawn by General Devereux : — 

1 A Private Proof, printed in order to preserve certain matters connected with 
the Boston branch of the Perkins Family. Intended only as an indication of the 
best points of future investigation. Boston : T. R. Marvin & Son, Printers. 1890. 
Pp. 112. 
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" The first time I saw your father, in London, I was immensely struck 
with him. He was a tremendous dandy, to be sure, but he stood six 
feet in his boots, — straight as an arrow, and with the air about him of 
a soldier who had seen service. He was very handsome, and very pleas- 
ant-looking also. What struck me was his perfect manners, mixed with 
a quiet determination which sat well upon him. Although I knew from 
his father that for his age he had seen much of life, I could not get him 
to talk of himself. He seemed at least twenty-three, but I knew him 
to be only about twenty. I looked him well over, and had him about 
me as much as I could for nearly a month. . . . 

" I well remember a hearty laugh I had at him once, when his orders 
were that he should report for duty at headquarters, at 2.30 p. m., on a 
certain day. Prompt to the moment he reported. Without noticing him 
at first, I said, ' Here, Captain, sit down. I wish to dictate a despatch.' 
* Would you be so kind, General, as to let me ring for your valet, be- 
cause, you see, I have on my walking breeches, and one cannot sit 
down without they are unbuttoned at the knees.' ' Can't sit down in 
your walking breeches!' said I. 'Why? I can sit down in mine.' 
'Yes, General, of course; but then Preston evidently is not your 
breeches-maker.' To which I answered, ' Come here, you absurd 
dandy, and let me look at you.' I remember he said he had been walk- 
ing with Lady Jane and a lady friend of hers, and, of course, had to be 
very smart. He looked as if he had been run into his top boots and 
breeches, so perfect was the fit. His waistcoat was buff ; his coat — an 
admirable effort of the great Stultz — blue, with gilt buttons and a velvet 
collar ; a white cambric cravat, and a white hat and gloves, with a little 
gold-mounted stick, completed the morning dress of a dandy of that day ; 
' and a very pretty dress I think it was,' said the old General, ' for a well- 
made, handsome young fellow.' " 

May 14, 1820, soon after his return, Colonel Perkins married 
Miss Jane Frances Rebecca Dumaresq ; and in her instance 
also we are presented with a most characteristic sketch : — 

" Not long after his arrival in Boston my mother came up from Swan 
Island^ on the Kennebec River, where her father lived on an estate 
which he inherited from his mother, a daughter of Sylvester Gardiner, 
Esq. This gentleman owned some hundred thousand acres of land be- 
tween Bath and Gardiner, which latter town he founded. Miss Duma- 
resq was making a visit to her relatives, the family of the Rev. John 
Sylvester Gardiner, Rector of Trinity Church, in Boston. She at once 
became noted, not only for her excessive beauty, but also for her grace 
and charming manners. Even as I remember her she was almost the 
most beautiful woman I ever saw. Her figure was perfect, as were her 
teeth and complexion ; but the most striking points about her were her 
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eyes — the color of dark sapphire — and her hair, which was wonder- 
ful. I have heard of raven hair, but never saw it but on her. I have 
been told that when she was married her hair swept the floor when she 
loosened it. Ordinarily it was black, but in the sun I have often seen 
upon it the sheen of steel-colored blue, such as one sees in the sunlight 
on a crow's wing ; and she was as brave as she was beautiful, and as 
courteous and gentle as a long line of ancestors of De Carterets and 
Dumaresqs could make her. She had a vein of fun about her too, yet 
she could never see that of Dickens in ' Pickwick.' She always said she 
could not understand the pleasure my father and I took in those papers. 
To her they seemed not vulgar, but common. In fact she was an aris- 
tocrat to the tips of her fingers, and such she remained to the end of her 
days. 7 ' 

The following description reveals a manner of life in New 
England which is almost unique. During the past thirty years 
immense changes have been made in social life, and summer 
residences are no longer a novelty. The seashore and the 
mountains are now thronged, until it seems as if every pleasant 
beach and every wholesome upland had found a wealthy owner. 
But fifty or sixty years ago, the charms of country life were 
much less apparent, and the large circle of connections of 
which Thomas H. Perkins was the centre, was perhaps the 
only one which reproduced here one of the most innocent and 
enjoyable features of English life. 

" About this time business with China began to wane, and Colonel 
Perkins retired with what in those days was a very handsome fortune. 
He then decided to do what he had always wished, which was to pass 
some months during the summer in the house he had built on Swan Isl- 
and, near Richmond, in the Kennebec River, on the place first owned 
by the great-grandfather of my mother, Dr. Sylvester Gardiner. The 
old house built by Dr. Gardiner, more than a century before, then stood 
a hundred yards away from the new one, as firm and strong as a white 
oak frame and wrought nails ever stood, a most picturesque object with 
its great porch, huge chimney, and long sloping roof. It was placed just 
above the river, with two mighty oaks, each twelve feet in circumfer- 
ence, between it and the beautiful birches, maples, oaks, and beeches, 
which fringed the water ; and between that and the house was the well, 
with its long sweep fastened to a limb of one of those giant trees. 

" On both sides of it, and to the rear, was a great grass field, dotted 
over with some very fine oaks and elms, young fellows, — not much over 
a hundred and fifty years old, while at the back and all around was the 
virgin forest, which had never been cut, but thinned from time to time. 
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The place was a small one, only about two hundred acres, but it was 
certainly beautiful. There were upon it, in my young days, five white- 
pine trees that were over a hundred and fifty feet in height, not by 
guess, but by measurements made by Major Barney, of Baltimore, an 
officer in the Engineer Corps of the United States Army. 

" There were six sugar maples on it, each measuring fifteen feet in 
girth, — splendid old fellows, with large spaces around them, cleared 
from the forest, I believe, by my grandfather Dumaresq, a great lover 
of fine trees ; and there were many beautiful oaks, both white and red, 
which came near to the proportions of the two giants in front of the old 
house. To the north about a hundred yards away on a beautifully tim- 
bered bluff, high above the water, stood my father's place, large and 
handsome, with a delightful view of the river from the piazza. The 
rooms were many and ample, and all the appointments extremely com- 
fortable. The hall, morning-room, and dining-room would be good 
anywhere. This house was burned to the ground in two hours, in 1839 ; 
and my father's shooting-box, a very pretty little cottage however, took 
its place. . . . 

" The Colonel always took his horses, or some of them to the island, 
with a light carriage ; and occasionally we drove to Gardiner on a visit 
to our relatives, the Gardiners of Oaklands, a lovely place, and a really 
beautiful house ; but this involved having the horses and pony phaeton 
(we call them Victorias now) ferried twice across the wide Kennebec ; 
so, as a rule, the horses were principally used in riding-lessons for us, 
the youngsters. Our other occupations were boating on the river, for 
we had all sorts of craft, from the ' Dream' of 40 tons (on which excur- 
sions to the mouth of the Kennebec were made) to sail and rowing boats, 
with dug-outs, and canoes of all kinds and sizes. . . . 

" I have hunted all over the northwest country, and the Lilly Bay 
Mountains about Moose Head Lake, and also the Adirondack Moun- 
tains forty years and more ago when it was a real wilderness, and have 
bagged moose and deer galore. I have fished with a fly the outlet of the 
Kennebec, and the Rackett and Blue Mountain Lake, where big trout 
were only too plenty. I took on a fly in two weeks forty great salmon 
from the Nipisquit, and it was all fine sport ; but, for real pleasure, I 
think I have had as much while duck-shooting on the Kennebec of a 
fine autumn, as v I ever had anywhere. 

" Where we shot was on the Great Flats, between the Eastern River 
and the Kennebec. Near them lived a cousin of mine, Mr. Robert Pat- 
terson, an admirable sportsman and a charming gentleman. A day with 
him in September, when the river was like glass, a light haze softening 
all objects, the high banks glowing with the splendid reds and yellows 
of the maples, was a real pleasure ; and though, unlike the Englishman, 
we did not say, ' What a fine day ; let us go at once and kill something/ 

55 



434 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [May, 

we must have had an inkling of that feeling, for we kept the sharpest of 
lookouts for the long lines of ducks in their V-shaped flocks coming 
down from the north. We never killed a great many at one time. The 
largest bag I ever made to my own gun in one day was twenty-six ; but 
the shooting was quite enough for any gentleman sportsman, and the 
surroundings were very beautiful. . . . 

" The Colonel loved in Boston to exercise a generous hospitality, es- 
pecially in the direction of numerous small dinner-parties during the 
winter and spring. His theory was ten persons at a round table, eight 
besides my mother and himself. Our own men-servants always waited 
on table, with one other hired footman. Amoy, our Chinese butler, who 
lived with us many years, was always gorgeous in the costume of his 
country. Flowers and tropical fruits were very rare on the dinner- 
tables of fifty years ago ; but beautiful silver, and India and even Sevres 
china, with splendid cut glass, was by no means uncommon. 

" The menu was much as it is now : oysters on the shell ; a delicate 
soup ; the fish in winter, smelts, cusk, or chicken halibut ; in spring, 
salmon, sea-trout, and shad. For meats, saddle of venison, or mutton, 
in winter ; later in the season, spring lamb. The last course was ducks, 
partridges, or quail, and sometimes all of them. 

" The friends of the Colonel, at Baltimore, often sent on by packet 
canvas-backs, red-heads, and terrapin, and he frequently wrote for 
them ; lettuce and celery were by no means plentiful, and were hard to 
get ; beet and potato salads taking their place* Lobster, cooked in va- 
rious ways and as a salad, was a favorite dish ; chess-cakes, and little 
mince and squash tartlets, very small and dainty, were also in order, with 
minute apple turn-overs. Ices were served last, and came on the table 
ordinarily in the forms of pyramids ; the various shapes now common were 
unknown. The fruits in winter were oranges, Sicily grapes (though 
not always to be obtained), raisins and figs, and many kinds of nuts, — 
walnuts, chestnuts, pecans, and ground nuts. Rhine wine was drunk 
with oysters, sherry with soup, champagne with entrees and meats, claret 
with game, and port and Madeira with fruit and nuts ; coffee, Cognac, 
and cigars as a finale. Bananas, fresh grapes, pears, and- mandarins 
were almost unknown, as were also canned tomatoes, asparagus, peas, 
beans, and mushrooms. 

" In those happy days the best champagne was eighteen dollars a 
dozen ; Chateau Margot and Pontet, nine to twelve ; Cabanas cigars 
thirty five to forty dollars a thousand, and Manuel Amores twenty to 
thirty." 

I here close the extracts from a very delightful book, which, 
though written solely for the edification of a family, is a note- 
worthy contribution to the history of New England. The 
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author, Augustus Thorndike Perkins, was the second son, and 
his older brother continues the name of Thomas H. Perkins in 
the third generation. When a youth, he seemed to prefer a 
business life, and was for about two years in the counting-room 
of Francis Skinner & Co., then one of the leading agents for 
the cotton-mills. At the age of nineteen, however, he fitted 
for college, graduated in the class of 1851, received his de- 
gree at the law school at Cambridge in 1853, and his degree 
of A.M. in 1860. He took a creditable position in his class, 
and was grand marshal of the Porcellian. After graduation 
he spent a year or more in foreign travel, nearly dying in Syria. 
He married, March 4, 1861, Miss Susan H. Timmins, who, with 
two daughters, survives him. 

Through his family connections, his wife being a grand- 
daughter of Gardiner Greene, Mr. Perkins became largely 
interested in various manufacturing companies, serving as 
director in several, and being treasurer of the Chicopee Com- 
pany for three years. He was also for several years presi- 
dent of the Douglas Axe Company. In all these positions he 
made a decided success, although his preferences were in other 
directions. 

In 1862 he purchased land at Cotuit, Massachusetts, and built 
there a summer home, where he enjoyed the life which he has 
so vividly described in the reminiscences of his youth. 

Mr. Perkins was chosen a member of this Society in February, 
1872. He had already been a member of the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society for eight years, where he had 
served on the committee on Heraldry, and in 1865-1868 he 
was one of the four gentlemen who published u The Heraldic 
Journal." He was an active member of our Society, serving 
upon committees and on the Council ; and his memoir of 
Thomas C. Amory is printed in our Proceedings, 2d series, 
vol. v. p. 341. Of his other contributions it is unnecessary 
to speak, because they were mainly embodied in the book 
to be noticed. He was led by family ties to give consider- 
able attention to the artistic life of John Singleton Copley ; 
and the result was published in 1873, in a book entitled " A 
Sketch of the Life and a List of some of the Works" of that 
artist, pp. 144, and Supplement of 18 pages. Like most works 
of original research, the amount of material seems dispropoi* 
tionate to the time and labor expended ; but this small volume 
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has been of great service in the discovery or preservation of 
valuable historical portraits. In 1863 he published a " Sketch 
of the Family of Dumaresq," Albany, pp. 23. In 1878 he 
contributed to the Essex Institute Collections a " Notice of 
the Perkins Arms in England," reprinted as a pamphlet of 13 
pages. 

Notwithstanding physical powers far beyond the average, 
Mr. Perkins was an invalid in his later years, suffering from 
heart-disease. Towards the end dropsy was developed, and 
his physician warned him that his complaint was incurable. 
With characteristic pluck and good humor he bore up bravely 
to the last, and was out daily. On Monday, April 20, he was 
out ; and that afternoon he wrote me a note about genealogy, 
in a handwriting showing no signs of illness. For the last 
few days he had expressed himself as feeling better than for 
some time, and he was left at midnight, very comfortable ; but 
in the morning he was found dead in his bed, without a sign 
of a struggle. 

Without being a profound antiquary, Mr. Perkins had a 
warm interest in our history, and a willingness to give time 
and thought to such investigations. Taking a few topics into 
consideration, he mastered them thoroughly, and put the re- 
sults into permanent shape. With all his good nature and 
genial friendship, there was a great deal of firmness and per- 
tinacity in his nature, which showed in his literary work as well 
as in matters of daily life. 

Of him, as a man, a very just estimate was given in the 
Boston "Post" of April 24, 1891, by Charles A. Prince. I 
venture to transcribe a part, as being one of those few eulogies 
which, after the lapse of months, commend themselves to us 
as true and moderate. 

" Tall and commanding in figure, possessed of a magnificent physique, 
— the very incarnation of manly beauty and strength, — his presence 
always attracted attention. Joined with these rare personal gifts, he 
possessed the courtesy of a Sydney and the bearing of a cavalier. Al- 
though he filled many important positions in life with dignity and ability, 
the one great personal trait which endeared him to so many lay in the 
genial character of his nature, and the peculiar way in which he seemed 
to fit the type of an ideal gentleman. 

" * Who misses, or who wins the prize, 
Go lose or conquer as you can ; 
But if you fall or if you rise, 

Be each, pray God, a gentleman.' 
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So sang the greatest novelist of our literature ; and so lived Augus- 
tus Thorndike Perkins. In whatever he did — through success and 
through defeat — he bore himself as the gentleman. How often has 
the paterfamilias said to his son, ' Take as the type of a gentleman 
Augustus Perkins ' ? The writer has known of many such instances. 

" He was thoroughly American. His presence seemed to bring sun- 
shine into every gathering he graced. Sympathetic, he was ever ready 
to help those in trouble ; heroic, he cultivated in the young a love for 
manly and daring conduct. For many years identified with the Massa- 
chusetts Humane Society, which has done so much to encourage and re- 
ward our daring seamen on our dangerous coast, much of the esprit de 
corps which distinguished the heroic band of life-savers whose gallant 
conduct is revealed with every storm upon our shores is due to his zeal 
and eagerness to reward their efforts and equip them for their dangerous 
tasks. Whenever he heard of exploits coming within the sphere of the 
society, it instantly became his object to investigate and reward. 

" His end was characteristic of his life. His passing away was as 
calm and quiet as King Arthur's. His spirit went in his sleep ; and 
we might have said with the poet, who will forgive the slight change : 

" l We thought him dying when he slept, 
And sleeping when he died/ " 



